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As President and CEO of the International Economic Development Council (IEDC), Jeff Finkle is a 

recognized leader and authority on economic development.  With the formation of IEDC in 

2001 following the merger of the Council for Urban Economic Development (CUED) - where he 

was president for 15 years - and the American Economic Development Council (AEDC), Jeff set 

the course for a more effective and influential organization. Today IEDC is the world's largest 

economic development membership organization and is a $5 million annual operation that is 

renowned for its leadership in professionalizing and diversifying the field of economic 

development. 

 

Jeff previously served as Deputy Assistant Secretary in the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development, and has received numerous awards over the years for his commitment to 

making sustainable economic development a priority in communities of all sizes. Significantly, in 

2011 he was lauded by the U.S. Department of Commerce for his 25 years of stewardship over 

CUED and IEDC.  Moreover, as a longtime leader in community service and philanthropy, in 

2005 Jeff organized 250 economic development volunteers to work in Gulf Coast communities 

endeavoring to recover from Hurricane Katrina. In 1989 he also founded the Bollinger 

Foundation, a non-profit organization that provides financial assistance to children who have 

lost a parent who worked in the field of economic development. 

 

A frequent lecturer and author of numerous articles, Jeff has appeared on CBS Sunday Morning, 

Fox television and the Journal Report on PBS. He received a Bachelor of Science degree in 

communications in 1976 from Ohio University in Athens and pursued graduate studies in 

business administration at Ohio State University. He maintains a strong connection with Ohio 

University’s Voinovich School for Leadership and Public Affairs. 



Nitin Pangam:                                                      
 
Nitin is the Managing Director of Maeflower Consulting, a leading Foreign Investment 
and Trade advisory firm based in India. He works closely with Economic development 
and Investment Promotion clients from the Americas & EMEA on location marketing, 
trade support and garnering investment projects from India. Maeflower has been 
instrumental in helping several American companies export to India. 
 
Nitin has helped create India entry strategies for multinational companies like Helical 
Technology, Research Machines Plc, and PoliFilm Gmbh and managed their 
operations set-up & transition into India. As an India specialist, Nitin has a strong 
network with government, Industry associations (NASSCOM, CII, MCCIA, ACMA...), and 
leaders in business. 
 
He has earlier founded and headed two technology companies, in Data Storage and 
Procurement services, which were acquired by leading business groups in 1997 and 
2001 respectively. 
 
He has been a speaker at several FDI and International Trade forums such as the like 
World Investment Conference in France, Economic Policy conference in South Africa, 
IEDC Annual conference, and the NASSCOM Summit in India. Nitin is also on the IEDC 
International committee. 
 
Nitin is an avid Yoga practitioner and is studying applications of Yoga philosophy in 
Organizational development & Leadership. 
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