
Challenge: Veterans who are arrested do not forfeit their eligibility for medical care. However, current regulations prevent the 

VA from providing hospital and outpatient care to an incarcerated veteran while they’re in the custody of a local jail.

Snapshot: Health Care Access Issues for 
Veterans in Our Local Justice Systems
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Left untreated, mental health disorders common to veterans – 
including substance use and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 
– can lead to involvement with the criminal justice system
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Case Study: Justice-Involved Veterans 
(JIV) Initiative in Dakota County, Minn.

In 2018, Dakota County, Minn. established the Justice-Involved Veterans 
(JIV) program to improve service delivery to veterans involved with the county’s 
criminal justice system. The Justice Involved Veterans (JIV) program is an inte-
grated service delivery model that was created to not only identify the unique 
issues faced by veterans in the criminal justice system, but existing systems 
they interact with and services needed that are not currently available. Through 
collaboration with the Community Corrections Department, the Sheriff’s office 
and the Veterans Services department, the program creates a network of care 
that addresses the underlying behavioral health and other issues that lead 
veterans into the criminal justice system.

For more information, visit us at NACo.org/Medicaid, or contact Blaire Bryant at bbryant@naco.org


