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Nothing new...





67 gigawatts 
of solar has been installed in the US through 2019

12.7 million 

homes



227,468 

homes







Community Solar



One-Off Programs (1-5)Policy-Enabled Market One-Off Programs (5+)



Community Solar Model







Community Solar

for
Community Action:
A new model of low-income energy 

assistance!



Energy bills or 

food? 









$100 million Annually in MN Minnesota

Nationwide

$ 5 billion Annually



Limitations



Energy Assistance Today



Serving 96% of 

counties in U.S.



Solar Energy is a Powerful Tool 
in the Fight Against Poverty!



Community Solar for 

Community Action Model



Leech Lake Nation 

Energy Assistance

200kW 

Serving 100 families



Workforce Development in MN



150kW 

Serving 70 families

Southeast Vermont 

Community Action



Community Solar for Community Action: A Nationally Scalable Model

Southeast Vermont 
Community Action 

Agency (2018)

Leech Lake Band of 
Ojibwe (2017-2018)

American Indian 
Housing 

Organization (2017)

White Earth Nation 
(2019)

Tri-County Community 
Action Agency (2019)

Kansas City Community 
Action Agency (2020)



Thank You!

Erica Bjelland

erica@rreal.org

218-947-3779

mailto:erica@rreal.org
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AGENDA

● GRID Alternatives 

● Community Solar Overview

● How can Counties partner with Developers?

● How do Counties benefit from Community Solar?

● Past Projects



WE MAKE RENEWABLE ENERGY 
TECHNOLOGY AND JOB TRAINING 
ACCESSIBLE TO UNDERSERVED 
COMMUNITIES.

• Direct solar project development & 
technical assistance 

• Workforce development

• Low-income solar policy leadership

Our Mission



GRID IS MAKING A DIFFERENCE.

• 11,140 families served, 48 MW, $336M in 
lifetime savings

• 1,500 direct job placements and 
participation in national workforce 
partnerships

• Industry partnerships promoting STEM 
education in high schools and workforce 
diversity

Our Impact



I N T E R N AT I O N A L  
S O L A R

TRIBAL  SOL AR

MULTIFAMILY  & 
COMMUNIT Y  SOL AR

S INGLE- FAMILY  SOL AR

GRID’s Key 
Programs & 
Initiatives



Community Solar Overview
What is community solar, where are there opportunities for it, and who can 
get involved?  



Community 
Solar

Leading developer of low-income 
community solar projects

• GRID provides turnkey community solar
• Projects serving low-income customers, affordable 

housing, anchor subscribers 

• Colorado
• 5.1 MW installed, 8.5 MW pipeline (IOU, Coop) 

• Mid-Atlantic
• 3.7 MW under development (city brownfield, affordable 

housing rooftop) 

• California 
• 2 MW of low-income dedicated projects under 

development (Coop, CCA) 

• Active in regulatory / policy in 7 states 



Community Solar Policy

CS policy  

• 4 states have active or planned 

legislation 

• *CA program is more green tariff 

CS Leg in 2019 

19 states have community solar policies 



Successful  community solar  projects require  
dedicat ion and cooperat ion from several  
stakeholders ,  inc luding state regulators/ legis lators ,  
ut i l i t ies ,  landowners ,  res idents ,  and perhaps most  
impor tant ly,  County staff  and elected off icials .   

I f  your  community is  interested in par tner ing with 
Developers ,  there are a number of  ways you can 
help :

1. Providing ass istance with locat ing potent ia l  s i tes  
for  projects ,  inc luding brownfie lds and those on 
munic ipal  land

2. Laying out  t ransparent  and for ward -think ing 
permitt ing procedures,  inc luding educat ing Staff  
and e lected off ic ia ls  on solar  energy,  adopt ing 
solar-speci f ic  ordinances that  provide a path to 
successful  permit  issuance ,  etc .

3 . Reach out  to GRID Alternat ives or  other  
developers to star t  a conversat ion!   An open l ine 
of communicat ion may be the best  way to fuel  
par tnerships!

County 
Partnerships 
with Developers



1. Added tax revenue both from 
personal proper ty tax payments on 
equipment and potentia l  increases in 
real  proper ty taxes (var ies by 
jur isdict ion and state)

2 . They provide workforce 
development opportunities mean a 
better t ra ined workforce and the 
potentia l  for increased economic 
investment in the community.   

3. Your const ituents want more solar 
access :  89% of American adults are 
in favor of more solar farms (Pew 
Research Center)

4. Solar farms are low impact but have 
far  reaching benefits :   they emit  no 
noise,  odor,  or l ight ;  they do not 
require municipal  ser vices such as 
water,  sewer,  or t rash;  they do not 
burden school systems or generate 
substantia l  long-term traff ic

How does Community 
Solar benefit Counties?



GRID is expanding workforce training through 
Community Solar



• Workforce tra in ing through GRID 
Colorado Solar Training Academy

• 48 hour 2 week course with 
hands on and classroom training,  
in  par tnership with Denver 
Housing Authority

• SEI PV100, OSHA 10, GRID 
installation Basics Training 
certificates, other transferrable skills

• Employment oppor tunit ies 
fol lowing complet ion 

• Solar installer positions with GRID 
partner employers

• GRID internships  & fellowships

Solar Workforce Training



Past Projects
GRID’s Community Solar Projects



Poudre Valley Rural Electric Association (Coop) – 1.95 MW 



• 1.95 MW DC tracker,  Landfi l l  
s i ted 

• Mixed off taker

• 700 kW LMI

• 500 KW nonprofit / affordable 
housing

• 750 kW ‘general’  

• On-bi l l  credit ing and payment

• Workforce & volunteer 
component 

• Competing in DOE Solar in Your 
Community Chal lenge

• 2018 SEPA Power Player award  

PVREA Project Overview

“ This project allows PVREA to be able to offer a solar 

subscription to any member, regardless of income level 

or location” 

-Jeff Wadsworth, President & CEO, 

PVREA



• 2.5 MW DC awarded through 
Black Hi l ls ’  2018 RFP 

• Financial  structure with 
Pueblo housing authority & 
City of Pueblo

• Mixed off taker

• 40% City and local partners

• 60% LMI / affordable housing

• GRID wi l l  lead solar workforce 
tra in ing for 30 indiv iduals  
throughout the course of the 
project  

Black Hills 



• 1.95 MW DC,  Landf i l l  s i ted 

• Lead insta l ler :  GRID

• AC Sub:  C i rcu i tous  Energy Solut ions

• Commiss ioned:  Sept .  2017 

• GRID’s  community  par t ic ipat ion and 
workforce development  model

• Mixed of f taker

• 700 kW LMI

• 500 KW nonprofit / affordable housing

• 750 kW  ‘general’  

• F inancing through CoBank

Case Study - PVREA “ This project allows PVREA to be able to offer a solar 

subscription to any member, regardless of income level or 

location” 

-Jeff Wadsworth, President & CEO, PVREA



Michael Whalen
Senior Project Developer 
mwhalen@gridalternatives.org
(814) 218-4655 

mailto:mwhalen@gridalternatives.org
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