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GROWING COMMUNITY POWER TO IMPROVE HEALTH EQUITY

DATA EVIDENCE

GUIDANCE STORIES



Demographics
What we know about the community

Health Outcomes
How long and how well people live

Health Factors
‣ Health behaviors

‣ Clinical care

‣ Social and economic

‣ Physical environment





2023 RANKINGS

CULTIVATING CIVIC 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

& PARTICIPATION FOR 
HEALTHIER 

COMMUNITIES



Key Findings

Cultivating Civic 
Infrastructure 
& Participation 
for Healthier 
Communities



Civic infrastructure and 
the opportunity to live 
long and well varies 
across U.S. counties. 

Opportunities through:

• Education
• Employment
• Income
• Family and Social Support





Areas with well-resourced civic infrastructure have more civic participation. 
Both are tied to how well and how long we live.



A familiar geographic pattern.

Where there are structural barriers to civic health, 
these overlap with:

signs of diminished civic participation, 
fewer social and economic opportunities,

and worse health outcomes.



What's new in 2023?

Civic Health is 
connected to 
thriving people 
and places

• Updated Rankings

• Improved Website 
Features

• New Measures

• New What Works for 
Health Strategies



2023 NEW MEASURE

Census Participation
Influences the distribution of power through government 
representation, allocation of resources, and public health 
planning.

Definition: 
Percentage of all households that self-responded to the 
2020 census (by internet, paper questionnaire or telephone)

Data Source:
U.S. Census Bureau, Census Operational Quality Metrics



Voter Turnout
Communities that vote more tend to be healthier, 
and healthier communities vote more.

Definition: Percentage of citizen population aged 18 
or older who voted in the 2020 U.S. presidential 
election.

Data Source: MIT Election Data and Science Lab; 
American Community Survey

2023 NEW MEASURE



PLEASE NOTE:

• Premature Death (YPLL)
• Premature Age-Adjusted Mortality 
• Life Expectancy
• Child Mortality 
• Infant Mortality
• Homicides
• Suicides

• Injury Deaths
• Teen Births
• Low Birthweight

Measures using same data as 2022 Rankings:



PLEASE NOTE:

• Violent Crime (ranked measure)

• Residential Segregation - (White/non-White)

• COVID-19 Age-Adjusted Mortality

Measures retired in 2023:

























New and updated strategies

Civic Spaces to Connect, Learn 
& Collectively Act



Governance & Resources

New and updated strategies



Social Networks & Shared 
Culture

New and updated strategies
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Leveraging Data to Improve Community Health 

in Waukesha County

#CountyHealth

Discussing Waukesha County's use of the rankings report to inform focus areas

and strategies for the Community Health Assessment and Improvement Plan
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About Waukesha 
County

408,756
Total Population

Ranked the 2nd

healthiest county
in Wisconsin!

White alone: 91.8%

Black or African American alone: 2.0%

American Indian and Alaska Native alone: 0.3%

Asian alone: 4.1%

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone: 0.1%

Two or more races: 1.8%

Hispanic or Latino: 5.3%

White alone, not Hispanic or Latino: 87.0%



High School Degree or Higher

96%
(US: 87%)

About Waukesha 
County

Median Household Income

$94,500
(US: $69,700)

AIAN: $90,800

Asian: $131,300

Black: $57,900

Hispanic: $81,100

White: $94,200

$49.34
Living Wage

Voter Turnout

87.1%
(US: 67.9%)

5%
Children in Poverty

Asian: 1%

Black: 24%

Hispanic: 18%

White: 5%

The County Health Rankings data helps us 
tell the story of health in Waukesha County

The hourly wage needed 

to cover basic household 

expenses plus all relevant 

taxes for a household of 

one adult and two children

(County Health Rankings 2023)



When data is...
Reliable
Accurate
Timley 

Counties can...
Find Root Causes
Be Accountable
Improve Outcomes



The Community Health Assessment 

(CHA) is a vital tool that Waukesha County 

utilizes to gain a comprehensive 

understanding of the health and well-

being of our community. 

By gathering and analyzing relevant data, 

the CHA paints a vivid picture of the 

health needs, challenges, and strengths in 

Waukesha County.









The County Health 

Rankings data helps 

us tell the story of 

health in Waukesha 
County



Healthy 

Aging
Mental 

Health

Sube

Use
Substance

Life Expectancy

81.1 (WI: 78.9)

Premature Age-

Adjusted 

Mortality

240 (WI: 320)

Injury Deaths
88 (WI: 89)

Preventable 

Hospital Stays
2536 (WI:2559)

Severe Housing 

Cost Burden
10% (WI: 11%)

Poor Mental

Health Days

3.8 (WI: 4.4)

Frequent Mental 

Distress

12% (WI 13%)

Mental Health 

Providers

370:1 (420:1)

Social

Associations

11.4 (WI: 11.2)

Disconnected 

Youth

3% (WI:5%)

Excessive 
Drinking

26% (WI:26%)

Alcohol-
Impaired Driving 

Deaths
32% (WI: 36%)

Drug Overdose 
Deaths

19 (WI: 22)

(County Health Rankings 2023)

Strategic Health Priorities (2022- 2026)



What can you do?

Advocate for the 
collection and use 
of high quality data

Use data to drive 
decision and policy 

making

Use data to improve 
health equity

Use data to hold 
your community 

accountable

Be cautious of data 
deepeing bias



OUR WORK SHOULD BE MORE.

MORE THAN JUST FULFILLING MANDATES.

MORE THAN JUST CHECKING BOXES.

OUR WORK CAN TRANSFORM COMMUNITIES

IF WE HAVE LEADERS COMMITTED TO HEALTH EQUITY,

AND USE DATA TO KEEP US ON TRACK.

WE CAN HAVE MORE RESULTS.

MORE IMPACT.

MORE HEALTH.

WHAT WE DO IN HERE,

GIVES COMMUNITIES MORE LIFE OUT THERE.



Learn more about Waukesha County 

Public Health on our website!

https://www.waukeshacounty.gov/publichealth


S T R O N G E R  C O U N T I E S .  S T R O N G E R  A M E R I C A .

fb.com/NACoDC

@NACoTweets

youtube.com/NACoVideo

linkedin.com/company/NACoDC

National Association of Counties

660 North Capitol Street, N.W. | Suite 400

Washington, D.C. 20001

202.393.6226 • www.NACo.org
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