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Our Mission

The  U.S .  E lec t i on  Ass is tance  Commiss ion  
he lps  e lec t i on  o f f i c ia l s  improve  the  
admin is t ra t i on  o f  e lec t i ons  and  he lps  
Amer i cans  pa r t i c ipa te  i n  the  vo t ing  p rocess .  
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About the EAC

Å Independent, bipartisan 
Commission established by the Help 
America Vote Act (HAVA)

Å Develop guidance to meet HAVA 
requirements

Å Adopt voluntary voting system 
guidelines, certify voting systems 
and accredit testing laboratories

Å Serve as a national clearinghouse of 
information on election 
administration

Å Administer and Audit the use of 
HAVA grant funds ςSecurity, COVID
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Election 

Administrator

Competencies
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COVID-19 Working Group Resources

Elections Infrastructure 

GCC/SCC Joint COVID Working Group 
Å Documents provide guidance for state, local, tribal, and territorial 

election officials on how to administer and secure election 
infrastructure in light of the COVID-19 epidemic

Å All products were developed in coordination with election officials, non-
profits, and the private sector, and were approved by the executive 
committees of the GCC and SCC. 
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COVID-19 Working Group Resources

Documents include:
Absentee and Vote by Mail
Å Vote By Mail/Absentee Voting Timeline
Å The Importance of Accurate Voter Data When Expanding Absentee or Mail Ballot 

Voting
Å Helping Voters to Request a Mail-in Ballot
Å Managing an Increase in Outbound Ballots
Å The Inbound Ballot Process
Å Election Education and Outreach for Increased Absentee or Mail Voting
Å Electronic Ballot Delivery and Marking
Å Ballot Drop Boxes
Å Signature Verification and Cure Process

In-Person Voting
Å Finding Voting Locations and Poll Workers
Å Considerations for Modifying the Scale of In-Person Voting
Å Health and Safety at the Polling Place
Å Safeguarding Staff and Work Environment from COVID-19
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EAC Resources

Virtual Public Hearing - Election Response to 
COVID-19: Administering Elections During 
the Coronavirus Crisis

Å Addressed expanded absentee/by mail 
voting and considerations for in-person 
voting

EAC.gov/coronavirus

Å Absentee and mail voting resources

Å Manufacturer cleaning guidance for 
election equipment

Å 2020 CARES Act grant funding

Å using HAVA funds for COVID-19 response

Å poll worker resources
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EAC Video Series

Å Features interviews with state and local 
election officials, representatives from 
federal agencies, and other experts.

Topics include:

Å Planning For Increased Vote By Mail Capacity

Å Improving Communications for Increased 
Voting by Mail/Absentee Voting

Å Handling Increased Absentee and Mail 
Voting at the County Level

Å Handling Absentee Ballot Requests for 
Increased Voting by Mail

Å Emergency Election Laws and COVID-19

Å Considerations for CARES Act Grant Funding 
Use at the State and Local Levels
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Supplemental federal share of HAVA funding in the CARES Act, by state

The CARES Act allocates $400 million in new HAVA funds, to prevent, prepare 
for, and respond to COVID-19 for the 2020 federal election cycle. 
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Sources: US Election Assistance Commission.
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2020 CARES Act Grants

How are states planning for CARES Act funding?
Å Increased costs associated with expanding absentee/mail voting

o Postage

o Printing

o Equipment

Å Increased costs associated with in-person voting

o Personal protective equipment (PPE)

o Materials to sanitize voting equipment and surfaces at voting 
locations

o Moving polling locations

All 50 states, DC, Puerto Rico and the U.S. territories have 
received their requested funds.
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HAVA Security Grants

ÅFY20 - $425 million in Election 
Security grants to states

ÅRequired 20% state match to the 
federal funds

_____________________________________

ÅFY18 - As of September 30, 2019, 
states spent $92,056,065 (24.2%), 
of the $380 million allocated

Å91.2% of funds will be used to 
improve cybersecurity, purchase 
new voting equipment or upgrade 
voter registration systems
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Partnerships and Engagement

EAC commissioners traveled to 56 cities in 28 states, 
the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico in 2019.


