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$550 billion 

in new investments 

over five years

FY 2022 – FY 2026 
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS FOR TRANSPORTATION

• New, long-term surface transportation reauthorization for FY 2022 to FY 2026

• Increases funding for STBG from $52 billion → $72 billion ($36.13 billion in 

population-based suballocations to locals over 5 years)

• Increases the off-system bridge set-aside $775 million → $1.035 billion annually

• $12 billion in competitive funds through new Bridge Investment Program 

• New $2.5 billion competitive at-grade rail crossing program 

• New $5 billion competitive program for airport terminal renovations 

• New resources to increase access and expand transit and bus service to rural and 

underserved communities

• In total, over $100 billion in competitive resources for local governments
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS FOR WATER

• Provides $29.3 billion for the Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving 

Funds over five years

• Amends the DWSRF and CWSRF increase the amount of money for 

disadvantaged communities

• Addresses lead in drinking water by providing $15 billion to replace lead 

service lines

• Addresses emerging contaminants by investing $1 billion

• Provides $4 billion to address PFAS chemicals in drinking water
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS FOR ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT

• Invests $5 billion in a new competitive grant program to enhance grid 

resiliency

• Authorizes $3.5 billion for the Weatherization Assistance Program

• New $2.5 billion revolving loan fund to replace or enhance transmission lines

• Invests $3 billion in grants to state and local governments for battery 

processing

• Provides $1.2 billion to fund Brownfields projects
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS FOR BROADBAND

National Association of Counties | www.NACo.org | November 2021 | 6

• Establishes three new broadband programs

• The Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment Program ($42.45 billion)

• The Competitive Middle Mile Grant Program ($1 billion)

• The Digital Equity Grant Programs ($2.75 billion)

• Authorizes a new State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program ($1 billion)

• Extends the Affordability Connectivity Funds ($14.2 billion)
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS FOR PUBLIC LANDS

• Extends the Secure Rural Schools (SRS) program for three years

• Provides $5.5 billion over five years for wildfire risk mitigation

• Provides $250 million over five years to addresses U.S. Forest Service Legacy 

Roads and Trails

• Invests in western water infrastructure 

• Expands eligible uses of American Rescue Plan county relief funds
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KEY HIGHLIGHTS FOR RESILIENCE

• Establishes intergovernmental wildfire mitigation commission

• Fully funds the STORM Act, providing $500 million over five years to state and local 

governments to create resilience revolving loan funds for mitigation projects

• Provides $1 billion over five years for the Building Resilient Infrastructure and 

Communities (BRIC) Program

• Provides $3.5 billion over five years for Flood Mitigation Assistance Grants
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QUESTIONS ON IIJA?

Mark Ritacco
Director of Government Affairs

202-942-4240 | mritacco@naco.org

Eryn Hurley 
Deputy Director of Government Affairs

Finance, Pensions & Intergovernmental Affairs

(202) 942-4204 | ehurley@naco.org

Seamus Dowdall
Legislative Associate – Broadband 

202-942-4212 | sdowdall@naco.org

Jessica Jennings
Associate Legislative Director – Transportation 

& Liaison to the Rural Action Caucus

202-942-4264 I jjennings@naco.org

Brett Mattson
Associate Legislative Director – Justice & Public Safety

(202) 942-4234 | bmattson@naco.org

Adam Pugh
Associate Legislative Director – Agriculture & Rural 

Affairs | Environment, Energy & Land Use

202-942-4269 | apugh@naco.org

Jonathan Shuffield

Associate Legislative Director – Public Lands 

& Liaison to the Western Interstate Region

(202) 942-4207 I jshuffield@naco.org
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HOW WE GOT HERE

Mar. 2021

--Congress enacts American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021 on 
party line vote

--Biden administration 
frames as a “down 
payment” on long-term 
economic recovery package

Apr. 2021

--Biden releases frameworks 
for American Jobs Plan  & 
American Families Plan, 
totaling more than $4T over 
10 years

Summer 2021

--Congress negotiates terms 
for “hard” bipartisan 
infrastructure package (IIJA)

--Dems plan to utilize 
budget reconciliation to 
advance additional 
spending goals

--Senate passes IIJA

Aug. 2021

--Senate and House pass FY 
2022 budget resolution with 
social spending 
reconciliation instructions by 
party line votes

Sep. 2021

--House Dems introduce 
$3.5 T Build Back Better Act 
(BBBA)

--Moderate Democrats 
object to price tag, key 
provisions

Oct. 2021

--Negotiations begin to scale 
package down

--House Dems unveil $1.75 T 
compromise BBBA draft 
legislation

Nov. 2021

--House passes IIJA

--Negotiations over BBBA 
continue
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RECONCILIATION REFRESHER

WHAT

Budgetary process

Allows the Senate to bypass 
filibuster in favor of simple 

majority vote

HOW
Complex set of procedural and 

budgetary requirements

Committees are directed to add 
certain amount to the deficit 

within a specific 10-year budget 
window

Must demonstrate that 
provisions have budgetary 

impact

WHEN
When Congress has a budget 

resolution to pass (can be 
twice in a calendar year)

Recent Examples: 

•Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 
2017

•American Rescue Plan Act of 
2021 (FY 2021 Budget 
Resolution) 

WHY 
Advantage: A way to 

accomplish major legislative 
goals with a simple majority in 

the Senate

Drawbacks: Highly partisan 
process; can force substantive 

policy changes 

National Association of Counties | www.NACo.org | November 2021 | 12



National Association of Counties | www.NACo.org | October 2021 | 13

THE LATEST BBBA COMPROMISE FRAMEWORK
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THE LATEST BBBA COMPROMISE FRAMEWORK
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LEGISLATIVE OUTLOOK

POSSIBLE TIMELINE

• All Democrats in the Senate must support final 
package and the House cannot lose more than 
3 Democratic votes

• Key provisions still under debate, including 
revenue raisers, paid leave and SALT cap

• Compliance with budgetary rules in the Senate 
will also likely change key provisions

• House has agreed to debate BBBA but no vote is 
scheduled

• Some moderate Democrats in the House may not 
vote without a CBO score

• House may vote on bill and send to Senate 
without agreement between chambers

OUTSTANDING CHALLENGES
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WHAT IT MEANS FOR COUNTIES
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QUESTIONS ON BBBA?
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Mark Ritacco

Director of Government Affairs

202-942-4240 | mritacco@naco.org

Eryn Hurley 

Deputy Director of Government Affairs

Finance, Pensions & Intergovernmental Affairs

(202) 942-4204 | ehurley@naco.org

Jessica Jennings

Associate Legislative Director – Transportation 

& Liaison to the Rural Action Caucus

202-942-4264 I jjennings@naco.org

Rachel Mackey

Associate Legislative Director – Human Services & Education

202-661-8843 | rmackey@naco.org

Brett Mattson

Associate Legislative Director – Justice & Public Safety

(202) 942-4234 | bmattson@naco.org

Blaire Bryant

Associate Legislative Director – Health

& Liaison to the Large Urban County Caucus

202-942-4246 I bbryant@naco.org

Seamus Dowdall

Legislative Associate – Broadband 

202-942-4212 | sdowdall@naco.org

Mike Matthews

Associate Legislative Director – Community, Economic & 

Workforce Development 

202-942-4236 | mmatthews@naco.org

Adam Pugh

Associate Legislative Director – Agriculture & Rural Affairs | 

Environment, Energy & Land Use

202-942-4269 | apugh@naco.org

Jonathan Shuffield

Associate Legislative Director – Public Lands 

& Liaison to the Western Interstate Region

(202) 942-4207 I jshuffield@naco.org
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