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Welcome and Introductions

Dr. Jeff Schwartz

Education Program Manager, 
Appalachian Regional Commission
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Housekeeping

❑ Introduce yourself in the chat!

❑ Keep your eyes on the chat box for links to resources

❑ Use the chat box or raise your hand to ask questions.

❑ The webinar is being recorded. The slide deck and recording will 
both be available on NACo’s website after the event!
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Counties at Work



Welcome and Introductions

Laura Catherman

Workforce Development Board 
Director, Waukesha-Ozaukee-
Washington Workforce Development 
Board

Dr. Laura Leatherwood

President, Blue Ridge 
Community College, 
Transylvania County, N.C. 

Hon. Roy Charles Brooks
Commissioner, Tarrant County, 

Texas; Past President, NACo
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Laura B. Leatherwood, Ed.D. 
President

828.694.1706
leatherwood@blueridge.edu
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Transylvania County
• Population: 33,775

• Average Age: 50.7

• Unemployment Rate: 4.9%

• Economic Development Tier: 3

• Median Household Income: $51,398

• Top Industry Sectors: Tourism, Health Care & Social Assistance, 
Manufacturing (Life Sciences)

• Higher Education: Blue Ridge CC and Brevard College
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100,000 acres in public lands

Cycling Capital of the World        250 Waterfalls



Commissioner Roy Brooks

Hon. Roy Charles Brooks
Commissioner, Tarrant County, 

Texas; Past President, NACo
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Tarrant County, Texas
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WAUKESHA-OZAUKEE-WASHINGTON 
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT BOARD

Director

LAURA CATHERMAN



▪ 1 of 11 workforce development 
boards in Wisconsin 

▪ 3 suburban counties just outside 
of Milwaukee

▪ Serve as a strategic convener to 
promote and broker effective 
relationships between local 
elected officials, economic 
development, education, and 
businesses

▪ Private sector-led strategies 

THE WOW BOARD



Quick Facts

WAUKESHA OZAUKEE WASHINGTON

Population 404,198 89,221 136,034

Median Age 43.2 44 43.2

Median Household Income $87,277 $85,215 $77,663

Unemployment Rate 3.8% 3.8% 4.0%

Employer Establishments 12,624 2,812 3,306

Higher Education Institutions 3 3 2

Top Industry Sectors Manufacturing, Healthcare, Professional
Services, Retail 



Questions

Ask your questions using the Zoom chat or by raising your hand!
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NACo Staff Contact

Rashida Brown
Associate Program Director, Children, Youth & Families

rbrown@naco.org

202-942-4251

Arabella Pluta-Ehlers
Program Manager, Children, Youth & Families

aplutaehlers@naco.org

202-942-4227
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Thank you for joining!

http://www.naco.org/

