
 

 

FUND LOCAL CRISIS RESPONSE EFFORTS  

 

ACTION NEEDED: 

Urge your members of Congress to appropriate Fiscal Year (FY) 

2022 funding for the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline that is 

at or above the level of $24 million appropriated in FY 2021. 

Additionally, urge your members of Congress to support the 

passage of authorizing legislation that will support and 

strengthen county crisis response infrastructures.  

 

BACKGROUND:  

In 2020, Congress unanimously passed the National Suicide 

Hotline Designation Act, which established a three-digit dialing 

code (9-8-8) for the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 

(Lifeline), a national hotline that would facilitate local mental 

health crisis service coordination. The FCC officially designated 

988 as the three-digit dialing code for the Lifeline in July of 

2020, which will be nationally available by July 2022. Until that 

time, at-risk individuals can contact 1-800-273-8255 now to 

receive services. The Lifeline answered more than 2.1 million 

calls and 234,671 chats in 2020. 

 
In 2020, 44,834 individuals died by suicide in the United 

States, and evidence suggests that the COVID-19 public health 

emergency has only exacerbated stress on the mental health 

and wellbeing of many Americans. SAMHSA’s 2020 National 

Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH) data show 4.9 percent 

of adults aged 18 or older had serious thoughts of suicide, 1.3 

percent made a suicide plan, and 0.5 percent attempted 

suicide in the past year. Among adolescents 12 to 17, 12 

percent had serious thoughts of suicide, 5.3 percent made a 

suicide plan, and 2.5 percent attempted suicide in the past 

year. The findings vary by race and ethnicity, with people of 

mixed ethnicity reporting higher rates of serious thoughts of 

suicide. 

 
The implementation of the 988 National Suicide Prevention 

Lifeline is a critical step in building a stronger crisis care system, 

by establishing a universal entry point to access needed crisis services that mirror other emergency medical 
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services, such as 911. Lifeline crisis call centers are primarily financed by state and local level governments, 

who also fiscally contribute to the provision of behavioral and mental health services, with support from 

federal funds through the Medicaid program. The House Appropriations Committee allocated $113.6 million 

for the Lifeline in FY 2022 appropriations, an increase of $89.6 million above the FY 2021 enacted level and 

increased the mental health crisis systems set-aside under the Mental Health Block Grant from 5 to 10 

percent. 

Aside from fiscal investments, the implementation of 988 requires additional congressional action that 

builds local crisis capacity and ensures that an infrastructure is in place to support Lifeline users and 

connect them the appropriate care in their local community. Federal policymakers should enact legislation 

that would support these efforts by mandating crisis services be covered by all health insurers; create 24/7 

crisis call centers that serve as centralized hubs for answering calls and connecting individuals to services, 

assist in building the crisis response workforce that both staffs call centers and responds to calls via mobile 

crisis teams; and support the development of crisis stabilization programs that provide an alternative to 

treatment in a jail or emergency department.  

 

COVID-19 SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING & POLICY:  

The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (P.L. 117-2) created a new state Medicaid option for qualifying 

community mobile crisis intervention services, allowing states opting to provide the service to receive an 85 

percent federal match for 3 years starting April 1, 2022. The House-passed Build Back Better Act (H.R. 

5376) would make this a permanent Medicaid Option if passed. Additionally, the American Rescue Plan Act 

invested $15 million for state planning grants to implement the new Medicaid option alongside $1.5 billion 

in supplemental funding for both the Community Mental Health Block Grant and the Substance Abuse 

Prevention and Treatment Block Grant, key funding streams for mental health services at the local level.  In 

December 2021, the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) announced 

that it would be investing $282 million in funding from the American Rescue Plan Act to supplement FY 

2021 appropriations for the Lifeline. This investment, alongside FY 2022 appropriations will aid 988 efforts 

across the country to scale up local crisis call center operations and hire adequate staffing.  

 

KEY TALKING POINTS:  

• Suicide is the tenth leading cause of death in the United States and the second leading cause of 

death among individuals between the ages of 10 and 34. 

• Counties are an integral part of the local behavioral health crisis care continuum and will be key 

implementers of the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline. 

• Lifeline crisis call centers are primarily financed by state and local governments, who also fiscally 

contribute to the provision of behavioral and mental health services, with support from federal funds. 

• Congress should appropriate FY 2022 funding for the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline that is at 

or above the level of $24 million appropriated in FY 2021. 

• Congress should support the passage of legislation that will further support and strengthen county 

crisis response infrastructures. 



 

COMMITTEES OF JURISDICTION 
               
 

HOUSE ENERGY AND COMMERCE HEALTH SUBCOMMITTEE   

Majority Minority  

Chair: Anna Eshoo (Calif.)  Ranking Member: Brett Guthrie (Ky.)   

Vice Chair John Sarbanes (Md.)  Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (Wash.)   

Rep. Frank Pallone (N.J.)  Rep. Gus Bilirakis (Fla.)   

Rep. Nanette Barragan (Calif.)  Rep. Larry Buschon (Ind.)   

Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester (Del.)  Rep. Michael Burgess (Texas)   

Rep. G.K. Butterfield (N.C.)  Rep. Buddy Carter (Ga.)   

Rep. Kathy Castor (Fla.)  Rep. Dan Crenshaw (Texas)   

Rep. Angie Craig (Minn.)  Rep. John Curtis (Utah)   

Rep. Tony Cárdenas (Calif.)  Rep. Neal Dunn (Fla.)   

Rep. Debbie Dingell (Mich.)  Rep. Morgan Griffith (Va.)   

Rep. Lizzie Fletcher (Texas)  Rep. Richard Hudson (N.C.)   

Rep. Robin Kelly (Ill.)  Rep. John Joyce (Pa.)   

Rep. Ann Kuster (N.H.)  Rep. Billy Long (Mo.)   

Rep. Doris Matsui (Calif.)  Rep. Markwayne Mullin (Okla.)   

Rep. Raul Ruiz (Calif.)  Rep. Fred Upton (Mich.)   

Rep. Kurt Schrader (Ore.)     

Rep. Kim Schrier (Wash.)     

Rep. Lori Trahan (Mass.)  

 

 

   

SENATE FINANCE HEALTH SUBCOMMITTEE 
Majority Minority 

Chair: Debbie Stabenow (Mich.)  Sen. John Thune (S.D.)  

Sen. Robert Menendez (N.J.)  Sen. Richard Burr (N.C.)  

Sen. Thomas R. Carper (Del.)  Sen. Patrick J. Toomey (Pa.)  

Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin (Md.)  Sen. Tim Scott (S.C.)  

Sen. Bob Casey (Pa.)  Sen. Bill Cassidy (La.)  

Sen. Mark R. Warner (Va.)  Sen. James Lankford (Okla.)  

Sheldon Whitehouse (RI)  Sen. Todd Young (Ind.)  

Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (Nev.)  Sen. John Barrasso (Wyo.)  

Sen. Maggie Hassan (N.H.)    

Sen. Elizabeth Warren (Mass.)   

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   



 

 
 

 

 

 

HOUSE WAYS AND MEANS HEALTH SUBCOMMITTEE  
Majority Minority 

Chair: Lloyd Doggett (Texas)  Rep. Vern Buchanan (Fla.)  

Rep. Earl Blumenauer (Ore.)  Rep. Mike Kelly (Pa.)  

Rep. Judy Chu (Calif.)  Rep. Tom Reed (NY)  

Rep. Dwight Evans (Pa.)  Rep. David Schweikert (Ariz.)  

Rep. Jimmy Gomez (Calif.)  Rep. Adrian Smith (Neb.) 

Rep. Brian Higgins (N.Y.)  Rep. Jason Smith (Mo.)  

Rep. Steven Horsford (Nev.)  Rep. Brad Wenstrup (Ohio)  

Rep. Ron Kind (Wis.)    

Rep. Brad Schneider (Ill.)    

Rep. Terri Sewell (Ala.)    

Rep. Mike Thompson (Calif.)  

 

  

SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR & PENSIONS HEALTH SUBCOMMITTEE 

Majority Minority 

Chair: Bernie Sanders (Vt.)  Ranking Member Susan Collins (Maine)  

Sen. Robert Casey (Pa.)  Sen. Rand Paul (Ky.)  

Sen. Tammy Baldwin (Wis.)  Sen. Lisa Murkowski (Alaska)  

Sen. Christopher S. Murphy (Conn.)  Sen. Roger Marshall (Kan.)  

Sen. Tim Kaine (Va.)  Sen. Tim Scott (S.C.)  

Sen. Maggie Hassan (N.H.)  Sen. Jerry Moran (Kan.)  

Jacky Rosen (Nev.)  Sen. Bill Cassidy (La.)  

Sen. Ben Ray Luján (N.M.)  Sen. Mike Braun (Ind.)  

Sen. Patty Murray (Wash.)  Sen. Richard Burr (N.C.)  


