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WELCOME!  

Welcome to Strengthening Economies in the Wyoming: A Forum for Coal-Reliant Communities!  

The National Association of Counties (NACo) and the National Association of Development Organizations 

(NADO) Research Foundation, with the support of the U.S. Economic Development Administration (EDA) Denver 

Regional Office, thank you for joining us in Campbell County for this event.     

This educational and interactive forum is designed to convene and assist counties and regions in Wyoming that 

are experiencing economic challenges due to the changing conditions of the coal industry.  The meeting is 

designed to bring together stakeholders from the public and private sectors to share best practices, lessons 

learned and new opportunities to support economic diversification and other economic development efforts.  

We are excited for two days of plenary sessions and smaller group discussions covering a variety of topics 

including strategic planning and partnerships; workforce development and education; and community 

engagement.   This forum will also present plenty of opportunities for networking with peers, state and federal 

officials and other practitioners working in economic and community development at the local, regional and 

statewide level.   

This forum is the fourth state-based convening hosted by NACo and the NADO Research Foundation through the 

Building Stronger Economies in the West regional initiative.  Similar events were held in Richfield, Utah in 

October 2017; Billings, Montana in April 2018; and Delta, Colorado in September 2018.   A larger, team-based 

challenge convening for communities across the four-state region is currently being planned for spring of 2019  

This three-year Building Stronger Economies in the West effort is made possible through the generous support of 

the U.S. EDA Denver Regional Office. In addition to the in-person trainings and workshops, we will continue to 

offer ongoing support and technical assistance to coal-reliant counties and regions across the West through a 

biweekly newsletter and educational webinar series.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

This event was developed with the support of the U.S. Economic Development Administration Denver Regional 
Office.  Any opinions, findings, conclusions or recommendations expressed during this event do not necessarily 
reflect the views of NACo, NADO RF or U.S. EDA.   
 



   

 

Project Team & Contacts 

Jack Morgan  NACo Program Manager jmorgan@naco.org   202-942-4274 

Brett Schwartz  NADO RF Associate Director bschwartz@nado.org   202-624-7806 

Erik Pages  EntreWorks Consulting  epages@entreworks.net 703-237-2506  
 

 

Let’s Get Social!  
We invite you to please interact with us on social media throughout the event.   
Facebook:   @National Association of Counties(NACo) │ @NADO.org  
 
Twitter:       @NACoTweets │ @NADOWeb  
 
LinkedIn:      @NACo │@NADO │@EntreWorks Consulting 
 

Use and follow the hashtag #readytodiversify ! 

 

 

Meeting Location 

Forum sessions on Monday (Oct. 8th) and Tuesday (Oct.9th) will be based at the CAM-PLEX Energy Hall in Gillette.  

A networking reception will be held on Monday evening (Oct 8th) at the Area 59 Center for Innovation in Gillette.  

October 8th – 9th  

CAM-PLEX Energy Hall 

1635 Reata Dr., Gillette, WY 82718 

 

October 8th Reception  

Area 59 Center for Innovation  

3207 S Douglas Hwy, Gillette, WY 82718 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See Page 8 for Map 
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Agenda 
All sessions will be held at the CAM-PLEX Energy Hall, unless otherwise noted. 

 

Monday October 8th   

8:00 – 8:30am  Registration/Check-in 

 

8:30 – 9:00am  Welcoming Remarks  

• Jack Morgan, Program Manager for Community & Economic Development, 
National Association of Counties(NACo)  

• Hon. Mark A. Christensen, Chairman, Campbell County Board of Commissioners 
• Hon. John Barrasso, United States Senator, Wyoming  

 

9:00 – 9:45am  Realities in Energy: Coal Bright Future    

• Doug Matheney, Senior Advisor to the Secretary, U.S. Department of Energy, 
Office of Fossil Energy 

 

9:45 – 10:30am The Future of Coal and Implications for Campbell County and Wyoming 

• Dale Niezwaag, Vice President of Government Relations, Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative 

• Mike Easley, Chief Executive Officer, Powder River Energy Corporation 
• Hon. Mark Christensen, Chairman, Campbell County Board of Commissioners 

(Moderator)  
 

10:30 – 10:45am Networking Break 

 

10:45 – 11:30am Regulatory & Markets Update: The State of Rollback, Electricity Market Issues 
and Introduction to the ‘Life: Powered’ Initiative 

• Michael Nasi, Director, Life: Powered Initiative   

 

11:30 – 12:30pm  Luncheon  

 

12:30 – 1:30pm Building Stronger Economies: An Overview of Economic Diversification  

• Dr. Erik Pages, President, Entreworks Consulting  

 

1:30 – 2:30pm Roadmaps to Diversification: Planning and Community Engagement 
Perspectives from Montana 

• Jim Atchison, Executive Director, Southeast Montana Development Corporation 
• Becky Bey, Government Relations Specialist, KLJ Engineering 

 

 

 

 



   

 

2:30 – 2:45pm Networking Break  

 

2:45 – 3:15pm Innovative Approaches to Building Prosperity in Rural America  

• Anne Hazlett, Assistant to the Secretary for Rural Development, U.S. Department 
of Agriculture  

 

5:00 – 6:30pm Networking Reception  

Area 59 Center for Innovation  

3207 S Douglas Hwy, Gillette, WY  

 

 

Tuesday October 9th   

7:30 – 8:00am  Breakfast Networking 

 

8:00 – 8:30am  Morning Keynote 

• Hon. Matthew H. Mead, Governor, State of Wyoming  

 

8:30 – 9:45am Building Stronger Economies in Wyoming: Spotlight on ENDOW (Economically 
Needed Diversity Options for Wyoming) 

• Jerimiah Rieman, Director of Economic Diversification Strategy, Office of 
Governor, Matthew H. Mead 

• Hon. Mark Christensen, Chairman, Campbell County Board of Commissioners 
• Hon. Michael Von Flatern, Wyoming State Senate & Chairman, Senate Committee 

on Minerals, Business & Economic Development 
• Sarah Fitz-Gerald, Industrial Development Manager, Wyoming Business Council 
• Chad Rupe, Wyoming State Director, USDA Rural Development 
• Dr. Erik Pages, President, Entreworks Consulting (Moderator)  

 

9:45 – 10:00am Networking Break  

 

10:00 – 10:45am Innovative Opportunities for Advanced Coal 

• Dr. Mark Northam, Director, School of Energy Resources, University of Wyoming 
• Jim Ford, Vice President, Atlas Carbon 
• Phil Christopherson, CEO, Energy Capital Economic Development(Moderator) 

 

10:45am – 12:00pm  Serving Wyoming and the Nation Through Research Partnership 

• Dr. Mark Northam, Director, School of Energy Resources, University of Wyoming 
• Dr. Michael Pishko, Dean, University of Wyoming College of Engineering & 

Applied Sciences 
• Jason Begger, Executive Director, Wyoming Infrastructure Authority 

 



   

 

 

12:00 – 1:00pm  Luncheon  

The Importance of Commercial Air Service: A Spotlight on Campbell County 

• Hon. Micky Shober, Commissioner, Campbell County 
• Hon. Michael Von Flatern, Wyoming State Senate & Chairman, Senate Committee 

on Minerals, Business & Economic Development 
 

1:00 – 2:00pm  Building a Skilled Workforce for the Future: Partnerships with Higher 
Education 

• Dr. Mark Englert, CEO, Gillette College 
• Paul Hladky, Vice President, Cyclone Drilling   

 

2:00 –  2:15pm  Networking Break 

 

2:15 – 3:30pm  Wyoming For Your Tech Startup 

• David Pope, Executive Director, Wyoming Blockchain Coalition  
 

3:30 – 4:00pm  Takeaways, Concluding Thoughts & Next Steps 
• Jack Morgan, Program Manager, National Association of Counties(NACo) 
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Gillette, Wyo.

CAM-PLEX Energy Hall

1635 Reata Dr. 

Area 59 Center for Innovation

3207 S. Douglas Hwy



St
re

ng
th

en
in

g E
co

no
m

ie
s i

n 
W

yo
m

in
g F

or
um

 A
tt

en
de

e 
Li

st
Fi

rs
t

La
st

Co
un

ty
/O

rg
an

iza
tio

n
St

at
e

Em
ai

l
Jim

At
ch

iso
n

So
ut

he
as

te
rn

 M
on

ta
na

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

t
M

on
ta

na
ja

tc
hi

so
n@

se
m

dc
.o

rg
M

at
t

Av
er

y
Ca

m
pb

el
l C

ou
nt

y
W

yo
m

in
g

gm
a0

1@
cc

go
v.

ne
t

Ja
so

n 
Be

gg
er

W
yo

m
in

g I
nf

ra
st

ru
ct

ur
e A

ut
ho

rit
y 

W
yo

m
in

g
ja

so
n.

be
gg

er
@

w
yo

.g
ov

Ru
st

y
Be

ll
Ca

m
pb

el
l C

ou
nt

y
W

yo
m

in
g

rr
b0

1@
cc

go
v.

ne
t

Be
ck

y
Be

y
KL

J
M

on
ta

na
be

ck
y.

be
y@

kl
je

ng
.c

om
Su

sa
n

Bi
ge

lo
w

Bi
ge

lo
w

 G
ra

nt
 W

rit
in

g S
er

vi
ce

s, 
LL

C
W

yo
m

in
g

su
sa

n.
bi

ge
lo

w
30

7@
gm

ai
l.c

om
Va

le
rie

Br
an

ko
vi

c
NA

Co
DC

vb
ra

nk
ov

ic
@

na
co

.o
rg

M
ic

he
lle

Bu
tle

r
Cl

ou
d 

Pe
ak

 En
er

gy
W

yo
m

in
g

m
ic

he
lle

.b
ut

le
r@

cl
dp

k.
co

m
Li

z
Ch

in
g

M
T D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f L

ab
or

 &
 In

du
st

ry
M

on
ta

na
liz

.c
hi

ng
@

m
t.g

ov
M

ar
k

Ch
ris

te
ns

en
Ca

m
pb

el
l C

ou
nt

y
W

yo
m

in
g

M
AC

01
@

cc
go

v.
ne

t
Ph

il
Ch

ris
to

ph
er

so
n

En
er

gy
 C

ap
ita

l E
co

no
m

ic
 D

ev
el

op
m

en
t

W
yo

m
in

g
ph

il@
En

er
gy

Ca
pi

ta
lE

D.
co

m
Le

ci
a

Cr
af

t
Th

un
de

r B
as

in
 C

oa
l C

om
pa

ny
W

yo
m

in
g

lc
ra

ft@
ar

ch
co

al
.c

om
M

ik
e

Ea
sle

y
Po

w
de

r R
iv

er
 En

er
gy

 C
or

p.
W

yo
m

in
g

M
ar

k
En

gl
er

t
Gi

lle
tt

e C
ol

le
ge

W
yo

m
in

g
Sh

ar
on

Fa
in

W
yB

ra
nd

 St
ra

te
gi

es
W

yo
m

in
g

sh
ar

on
fa

in
@

w
yb

ra
nd

st
ra

te
gi

es
.c

om
Jo

rd
an

Fi
sc

he
r

U.
S.

 C
on

gr
es

sw
om

an
 Li

z C
he

ne
y

W
yo

m
in

g
jo

rd
an

.fi
sc

he
r@

m
ai

l.h
ou

se
.g

ov
Sa

ra
h

Fi
tz

-G
er

al
d

W
yo

m
in

g B
us

in
es

s C
ou

nc
il 

W
yo

m
in

g
Jim

 
Fo

rd
At

la
s C

ar
bo

n
W

yo
m

in
g

Ro
be

rt
Go

db
y

Un
iv

er
sit

y o
f W

yo
m

in
g 

W
yo

m
in

g
RG

od
by

@
uw

yo
.e

du
Ad

rie
nn

e
Ha

hn
KL

J
W

yo
m

in
g

ad
rie

nn
e.

ha
hn

@
kl

je
ng

.c
om

Br
an

di
Ha

rlo
w

W
yo

m
in

g B
us

in
es

s C
ou

nc
il

W
yo

m
in

g
br

an
di

.h
ar

lo
w

@
w

yo
.g

ov
An

ne
Ha

zle
tt

US
DA

 R
ur

al
 D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

DC
Pa

ul
Hl

ad
ky

Cy
cl

on
e D

ril
lin

g
W

yo
m

in
g

Gr
eg

Jo
hn

so
n

Gi
lle

tt
e N

ew
s R

ec
or

d
W

yo
m

in
g

gj
oh

ns
on

@
gi

lle
tt

en
ew

sr
ec

or
d.

ne
t

Ke
vi

n
Ki

llo
ug

h
Co

un
ty

17
.c

om
W

yo
m

in
g

ke
vi

n@
co

un
ty

17
.c

om
Cl

ar
k

Ki
ss

ac
k

Ca
m

pb
el

l C
ou

nt
y

W
yo

m
in

g
cr

k0
1@

cc
go

v.
ne

t
Ry

an
Le

w
al

le
n

Co
un

ty
17

.c
om

W
yo

m
in

g
ry

an
@

co
un

ty
17

.c
om

Ri
at

a 
Li

tt
le

Ca
sp

er
 A

re
a E

co
no

m
ic

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

t
W

yo
m

in
g

An
gi

e
M

ar
tin

ez
U.

S.
 ED

A-
De

nv
er

 R
eg

io
na

l O
ffi

ce
Co

lo
ra

do
Do

ug
 

M
at

he
ne

y
U.

S.
 D

ep
t o

f E
ne

rg
y

DC
Iv

y
M

cG
ow

an
-C

as
tle

be
rr

y
Ca

m
pb

el
l C

ou
nt

y
W

yo
m

in
g

ijm
01
@
cc
go
v.
ne
t

M
ar

y
M

el
ar

ag
no

Ca
m

pb
el

l C
ou

nt
y/

En
er

gy
 C

ap
ita

l E
co

no
m

ic
 D

ev
el

op
m

en
t

W
yo

m
in

g
m

ar
y@

En
er

gy
Ca

pi
ta

lE
D.

co
m

Ja
ck

M
or

ga
n

NA
Co

DC
jm

or
ga

n@
na

co
.o

rg



M
ic

ha
el

 
Na

si
Li

fe
 : P

ow
er

ed
 

Te
xa

s
M

eg
an

 
Ne
lm
s

Ca
m

pb
el

l C
ou

nt
y

W
yo

m
in

g
m
bl
08
@
cc
go
v.
ne
t

Da
le

Ni
ez

w
aa

g
Ba

sin
 El

ec
tr

ic
W

yo
m

in
g

M
ar

k
No

rt
hr

am
Un

iv
er

sit
y o

f W
yo

m
in

g
W

yo
m

in
g

Er
ik

 
Pa

ge
s

En
tr

ew
or

ks
 C

on
su

lti
ng

Vi
rg

in
ia

ep
ag

es
@

en
tr

ew
or

ks
.n

et
Ro

be
rt

Pa
lm

er
Ca

m
pb

el
l C

ou
nt

y
W

yo
m

in
g

rp
p0

1@
cc

go
v.

ne
t

M
ic

he
lle

Pi
er

ce
Un

iv
er

sit
y o

f W
yo

m
in

g E
xt

en
sio

n
W

yo
m

in
g

m
rp

10
@

cc
go

v.
ne

t
M

ic
ha

el
 

Pi
sh

ko
Un

iv
er

sit
y o

f W
yo

m
in

g
W

yo
m

in
g

Da
vi

d
Po

pe
W

yo
m

in
g B

lo
ck

ch
ai

n 
Co

al
iti

on
W

yo
m

in
g

Ge
or

ge
Re

al
 B

ird
 II

I
Bi

g H
or

n 
Co

un
ty

M
on

ta
na

gr
ea

lb
ird

3@
bi

gh
or

nc
ou

nt
ym

t.g
ov

Je
re

m
ia

h
Ri

em
an

Of
fic

e o
f G

ov
er

no
r 

W
yo

m
in

g
je

rim
ia

h.
rie

m
an

@
w

yo
.g

ov
Jo

hn
Ro

ge
rs

So
ut

he
as

te
rn

 M
on

ta
na

 Ec
on

om
ic

 D
ev

el
op

m
en

t C
or

po
ra

tio
n

M
on

ta
na

jo
hn

cr
og

er
sm

t@
gm

ai
l.c

om
Ch

ad
 

Ru
pe

US
DA

 R
ur

al
 D

ev
el

op
m

en
t

W
yo

m
in

g
ch

ad
.ru

pe
@

w
y.

us
da

.g
ov

M
ic

ky
Sh

ob
er

Ca
m

pb
el

l C
ou

nt
y

W
yo

m
in

g
m

js0
1@

cc
go

v.
ne

t
Ro

be
rt

Sh
or

t
Co

nv
er

se
 C

ou
nt

y
W

yo
m

in
g

ro
be

rt
.sh

or
t@

co
nv

er
se

co
un

ty
w

y.
go

v
Da

vi
d

Sp
en

ce
r

Th
e A

dv
an

ce
d 

Ca
rb

on
 C

ol
la

bo
ra

tiv
e

W
yo

m
in

g
dr

.sp
en

ce
r5

1@
gm

ai
l.c

om
Je

ra
d 

St
ac

k
Br

ea
kt

hr
ou

gh
 3

07
W

yo
m

in
g

Ch
ar

ity
St

ew
ar

t
Co

un
ty

 1
7/

 O
ut

lie
rs

 n
ew

s
W

yo
m

in
g

cd
st

ew
ar

t@
m

cl
lc

.n
et

M
ic

ha
el

St
ro

ud
So

ut
he

rn
 C

om
pa

ny
W

yo
m

in
g

m
ds

tr
ou

d@
so

ut
he

rn
co

.c
om

Su
e

Ta
yl

or
Be

ar
to

ot
h 

RC
&

D
M

on
ta

na
st

ay
lo

r@
be

ar
to

ot
h.

or
g

Je
nn

ife
r

To
sc

an
a

Un
ite

d 
St

at
es

W
yo

m
in

g
je

nn
ife

rt
@

gi
lle

tt
ew

y.
go

v
M

ic
ha

el
 

Vo
n 

Fl
at

er
n

W
yo

m
in

g S
ta

te
 Se

na
te

W
yo

m
in

g
Da

rla
W

es
t

Ti
m

be
rli

ne
 H

os
pi

ta
lit

ie
s, 

LL
C

W
yo

m
in

g
dw

es
t@

tim
be

rli
ne

ho
te

ls.
co

m



WWW.DIVERSIFYECONOMIES.ORG


	Full Wyo Program + Map.pdf
	Full Wyo Program
	Gillette Map




