
 

  

Sustain Justice Assistance for Local Communities: Support the 
Byrne JAG and SCAAP Programs 

Collectively, the nation’s 3,069 counties 

spend over $70 billion each year on 

public safety and court-related activities. 

 

U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) grant 

programs are a needed catalyst for, and 

an essential part of, local efforts to safely 

lower jail populations, fight recidivism 

and combat drug trafficking while 

providing treatment and alternatives to 

incarceration. 

 

 

ACTION NEEDED:  

Urge your members of Congress, especially those who 

serve on the U.S. House and Senate Appropriations 

Committees, to provide sustained funding for U.S. 

Department of Justice (DOJ) programs that support county 

courts, local law enforcement and other justice-related local 

functions in the annual appropriations process. 

BACKGROUND:  

The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) funds programs that 

provide critical support to county courts and corrections, 

juvenile justice and law enforcement agencies. Among 

these programs are the Byrne/Justice Assistance Grant 

Program (Byrne JAG), which helps counties across the 

nation utilize emerging and evidence-based approaches to 

the public safety challenges facing their jurisdictions, and 

the State Criminal Alien Assistance Program (SCAAP), 

which reimburses counties for costs associated with the 

incarceration of undocumented immigrants. 

The President’s Proposed Budget Request for FY 2021 

suggests eliminating the State Criminal Alien Assistance 

Program, a federal program that is used to reimburse state 

and local governments for the cost of incarcerating 

undocumented immigrants, currently funded at $244 million 

for FY 2020. 

Counties work together with all levels of government to 

improve public safety and these federal programs are 

essential to nationwide efforts to safely lower jail 

populations, fight recidivism and combat drug trafficking 

while providing treatment and alternatives to incarceration. 

These programs have also been the catalyst for many 

initiatives that have brought about cost savings to 

taxpayers.  

  

Total 2016 SCAAP funding, by county.  
 
Source: NACo Analysis of U.S. Department of 
Justice, Office of Justice Programs, Bureau of 
Justice Assistance data 
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 After years of funding decreases, Byrne JAG received an increase in funding appropriations from 

Congress. For FY 2020, Byrne JAG is funded at $547.21 million, an increase of $123.7 million compared 

to FY 2019 funding. SCAAP, was once funded at $545 million in FY 2002. Since then, it has been 

decreased, receiving $243.5 million in funding for FY 2019. SCAAP received a small increase in funding 

for FY 2020 to $244 million.  

KEY TALKING POINTS 

Our nation’s 3,069 counties spend over $70 billion of their total local government expenditures each year 

on public safety and court-related activities, and are directly responsible for juvenile delinquency 

prevention, crime prevention, law enforcement, victim services, prosecution, indigent defense, drug and 

other problem-solving courts, corrections, drug and substance abuse treatment and post-correctional 

support services. 

The federal contribution to state and local criminal justice services is very small (only 3.3 percent of the 

amount spent by state and local governments according to a 2008 report by the Bureau of Justice 

Statistics), but it is a much-needed spark that allows state and local governments to test new initiatives 

and coordinate across the justice system to find solutions that work. 

U.S. Department of Justice grant programs have been the catalyst for many initiatives that have brought 

about cost savings to taxpayers while reducing prison and jail overcrowding, combatting the cycle of 

recidivism and reducing the rate of incarceration. 

Funding for these programs provides the foundation for our nation's counties to build robust capabilities 

needed to fight crime, manage better outcomes for youth, efficiently administer our diverse criminal 

justice systems and achieve the highest level of public safety.  

For further information, contact Lindsey Holman at 202.942.4217 or lholman@naco.org. 
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U.S. House Appropriations 
Committee 

 

U.S. Senate Appropriations 
Committee 

 
MAJORITY:  

Nita Lowey (D-N.Y.), 

Chairwoman 

 

Marcy Kaptur* (D-Ohio) 

Pete Visclosky (D-Ind.) 

José Serrano* (D-N.Y.) 

Rosa DeLauro (D-Conn.) 

David Price (D-N.C.) 

Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-

Calif.) 

Sanford Bishop (D-Ga.) 

Barbara Lee (D-Calif.) 

Betty McCollum (D-Minn.) 

Tim Ryan (D-Ohio) 

Dutch Ruppersberger (D-

Md.) 

Debbie Wasserman 

Schultz (D-Fla.) 

Henry Cuellar (D-Texas) 

Chellie Pingree (D-Maine) 

Mike Quigley (D-Ill.) 

Derek Kilmer (D-Wash.) 

Matt Cartwright* (D-Pa.) 

Grace Meng* (D-N.Y.) 

Mark Pocan (D-Wis.) 

Katherine Clark (D-Mass.) 

Pete Aguilar (D-Calif.) 

Cheri Bustos (D-Ill.) 

Ed Case* (D-Hawaii) 

Charlie Crist* (D-Fla.) 

Lois Frankel (D-Fla.) 

Ann Kirkpatrick (D-Ariz.) 

Brenda Lawrence* (D-

Mich.) 

Norma Torres (D-Calif.) 

Bonnie Watson Coleman 

(D-N.J.) 

MINORITY:  

Kay Granger (R-Texas), 

Ranking Member 

 

Harold Rogers (R-Ky.) 

Robert Aderholt* (R-Ala.) 

Michael Simpson (R-

Idaho) 

John Carter (R-Texas) 

Ken Calvert (R-Calif.) 

Tom Cole (R-Okla.) 

Mario Diaz-Balart (R-Fla.) 

Tom Graves* (R-Ga.) 

Steve Womack (R-Ark.) 

Jeff Fortenberry (R-Neb.) 

Charles Fleischmann (R-

Tenn.) 

Jaime Herrera Beutler (R-

Wash.) 

David Joyce (R-Ohio) 

Andy Harris (R-Md.) 

Martha Roby* (R-Ala.) 

Mark Amodei (R-Nev.) 

Chris Stewart (R-Utah) 

Steven Palazzo* (R-Miss.) 

Dan Newhouse (R-Wash.) 

John Moolenaar (R-Mich.) 

John Rutherford (R-Fla.) 

Will Hurd (R-Texas) 

 

 

 

*Indicates member serves 

on the Commerce, Justice, 

Science and Related 

Agencies Subcommittee 

 

MAJORITY:  

Richard Shelby* (R-Ala.), 

Chairman 

 

Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) 

Lamar Alexander* (R-

Tenn.) 

Susan Collins* (R-Maine) 

Lisa Murkowski* (R-

Alaska) 

Lindsey Graham* (R-S.C.) 

Roy Blunt* (R-Mo.) 

Jerry Moran* (R-Kan.) 

John Hoeven (R-N.D.) 

John Boozman* (R-Ark.) 

Shelley Moore Capito* (R-

W.V.) 

John Kennedy* (R-La.) 

Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-

Miss.) 

Steve Daines (R-Mont.) 

Marco Rubio* (R-Fla.) 

James Lankford (R-Okla.) 

MINORITY:  

Patrick Leahy* (D-Vt.), 

Ranking Member  

 

Patty Murray (D-Wash.) 

Dianne Feinstein* (D-

Calif.) 

Richard Durbin (D-Ill.) 

Jack Reed* (D-R.I.) 

Jon Tester (D-Mont.) 

Tom Udall (D-N.M.) 

Jeanne Shaheen* (D-N.H.) 

Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) 

Chris Coons* (D-Del.) 

Brian Schatz* (D-Hawaii) 

Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.) 

Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) 

Joe Manchin* (D-W.V.) 

Chris Van Hollen* (D-Md.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Indicates member serves 

on the Transportation, 

Housing and Urban 

Development and Related 

Agencies Subcommittee 

 


