
 

 

  

SUPPORT KEY COUNTY PRIORITIES AS CONGRESS 
IMPLEMENTS THE 2018 FARM BILL 

• The farm bill contains 
programs that assist 
counties in rural 
development efforts, 
nutrition assistance 
programs, conservation 
initiatives, renewable 
energy deployment, 
support for new farmers 
and ranchers, and 
business development 
initiatives 

 

• The 2018 farm bill 
expanded the Strategic 
and Community 
Development program – 
championed by NACo – 
which helps incentivize 
regional collaboration in 
economic development 

 

• The 2018 farm bill enacted 
in December 2018 largely 
left the Supplemental 
Nutritional Assistance 
Program (SNAP) intact and 
preserved existing work 
requirements while 
expanding certain SNAP 
employment and job 
training programs 

ACTION NEEDED:  

Urge your members of Congress to support county priorities throughout the 

implementation of the 2018 farm bill. Programs throughout the farm bill help counties 

make critical investments in infrastructure, economic development, nutrition and 

conservation. Preserving these programs is vital to the strength of our local and national 

economy.  

The legislation, the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (P.L. 115-334), will expire at 

the end of FY 2023. NACo testified before the U.S. House Agriculture Committee during 

the bill’s development, securing authorization of several programs of interest to counties, 

and continues to work to preserve county priorities. 

BACKGROUND:  

On December 20, 2018, President Trump signed into law a five-year reauthorization of 

the farm bill. The president’s signature comes after a bipartisan group of legislators 

worked for months to resolve disagreements between the two farm bills passed by the 

U.S. House and the U.S. Senate. The final five-year, $867 billion reauthorization will 

help support county economies and provide critical investments to rural and 

underserved communities. 

Throughout the farm bill process, county leaders helped draft bill text and amendments 

to preserve and promote key county priorities. Specifically, the final package creates a 

new Rural Innovation Stronger Economy (RISE) grant program, reinstates the 

Undersecretary for Rural Development and codifies the interagency Council on Rural 

Community Innovation and Economic Development. 

Additional provisions include language that would allow counties with regional jails to 

exclude incarcerated individuals from population caps for funding eligibility under U.S. 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development programs and a provision that 

allows counties to use USDA broadband loans and grants for middle-mile projects, 

which had been prohibited.  

The nutrition title of the farm bill, which includes the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP) and accounts for roughly 75 percent of overall spending in the bill, was 

the biggest hurdle for Senate and House negotiators to overcome as they came to an 

agreement on a final bill. In the end, the final package maintained existing eligibility and 

work requirements for SNAP, while expanding job training and other SNAP Employment 

and Training (SNAP E&T) programs originally authorized in the 2014 farm bill. 

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/2?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22cite%3APL115-334%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1


 

 

 
  

KEY COUNTY PROVISIONS UNDER 

2018 FARM BILL 

Under the Rural Development title: 

o Sec. 6101 sets aside 20 percent of financial 

assistance for telemedicine for projects aimed at 

addressing the opioid crisis. 

o Sec. 6202 allows counties to use USDA 

broadband loans and grants for middle-mile 

projects. 

o Sec. 6306 creates an interagency Council on 

Rural Community Innovation and Economic 

Development to maximize the impact of federal 

investment on rural communities. 

o Sec. 6401 expands the Strategic Economic and 

Community Development program and allows 

the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture to prioritize 

regional community development plans. 

o Sec. 6403 doubles the allowable size of water, 

waste disposal and wastewater facility grants 

from to $200,000, but cuts the total program 

authorization in half to $15 million per year. 

o Sec. 6424 creates a new Rural Innovation 

Stronger Economy (RISE) grant program to help 

counties grow through partnerships with the 

private sector and institutions of higher 

education. 

Under the Nutrition Title:  

o Sec. 4005 protects the Supplemental Nutritional 

Assistance Program (SNAP) by maintaining 

existing eligibility and work requirements for 

SNAP recipients. The bill also contains reforms 

that will encourage and prioritize job training 

activities. 

Under the Forestry Title:  

o Sec. 8624 reauthorizes good neighbor authority 

and expands it to allow counties and tribes to 

enter into forest restoration agreements with the 

U.S. Forest Service, while ensuring any 

payments do not negatively impact those 

provided through other federal lands payments 

programs. 

Under the Miscellaneous Title:  

o Sec. 12407 requires the U.S. Department of 

Agriculture to reestablish the position of 

Undersecretary for Rural Development, outlining 

a permanent, mandatory position that is not 

subject to administrative reorganizations. 

 

For more information, contact: Arthur Scott at 

202.942.4230 or ascott@naco.org.  
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COMMITTEES OF JURISDICTION 

U.S. House Ways and Means 
Committee 

U.S. Senate Finance Committee 

MAJORITY:  

Richard Neal (D-Mass.) – 

Chairman 

 

John Lewis (D-Ga.) 

Lloyd Doggett (D-Texas) 

Mike Thompson (D-Calif.) 

John Larson (D-Conn.) 

Earl Blumenauer (D-Ore.) 

Ron Kind (D-Wis.) 

Bill Pascrell Jr. (D-N.J.) 

Danny Davis (D-Ill.) 

Linda Sanchez (D-Calif.) 

Brian Higgins (D-N.Y.) 

Terri Sewell (D-Ala.) 

Suzan DelBene (D-

Wash.) 

Judy Chu (D-Calif.) 

Gwen Moore (D-Wis.) 

Dan Kildee (D-Mich.) 

Brendan Boyle (D-Pa.) 

Don Beyer (D-Va.) 

Dwight Evans (D-Pa.) 

Brad Schneider (D-Ill.) 

Tom Suozzi (D-N.Y.) 

Jimmy Panetta (D-Calif.) 

Stephanie Murphy (D-

Fla.) 

Jimmy Gomez (D-Calif.) 

Steven Horsford (D-Nev.) 

 

MINORITY:  

Kevin Brady (R-Texas) – 

Ranking Member 

 

Devin Nunes (R-Calif.) 

Vern Buchanan (R-Fla.) 

Adrian Smith (R-Neb.) 

Kenny Marchant (R-Texas) 

Tom Reed (R-N.Y.) 

Mike Kelly (R-Pa.) 

George Holding (R-N.C.) 

Jason Smith (R-Mo.) 

Tom Rice (R-S.C.) 

David Schweikert (R-Ariz.) 

Jackie Walorski (R-Ind.) 

Darin LaHood (R-Ill.) 

Brad Wenstrup (R-Ohio) 

Jodey Arrington (R-Texas) 

Drew Ferguson (R-Ga.) 

Ron Estes (R-Kan.) 

MAJORITY:  

Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) – 

Chairman  

 

Mike Crapo (R-Idaho) 

Pat Roberts (R-Kan.) 

Michael B. Enzi (R-Wyo.) 

John Cornyn (R-Texas) 

John Thune (R-S.D.) 

Richard Burr (R-N.C.) 

Johnny Isakson (R-Ga.) 

Rob Portman (R-Ohio) 

Patrick J. Toomey (R-Pa.) 

Tim Scott (R-S.C.) 

Bill Cassidy (R-La.) 

James Lankford (R-Okla.) 

Steve Daines (R-Mont.) 

Todd Young (R-Ind.) 

 

MINORITY:  

Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) – 

Ranking Member  

 

Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) 

Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) 

Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) 

Thomas Carper (D-Del.) 

Benjamin L. Cardin (D-Md.) 

Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) 

Michael F. Bennett (D-Colo.) 

Robert P. Casey Jr. (D-Pa.) 

Mark R. Warner (D-Va.) 

Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.) 

Maggie Hassan (D-N.H.) 

Catherine Cortez Masto (D-

Nev.) 


