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• Population – 1.2 million 

residents 

• City of Pittsburgh is the 

County seat

• County government – approx. 

7,000 employees

• Politically fragmented – 130 

municipalities

ABOUT ALLEGHENY COUNTY
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• Infrastructure for sharing information

• Goals of the center:

– Make data available and easy to use

– Support the use of information for decision-

making

– Promote civic engagement

– Increase capacity of agencies

• County-specific goals:

– Increase efficiency

– Reduce right-to-know requests

WHAT IS THE WPRDC?
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• University of Pittsburgh Center for Social and 

Urban Research (UCSUR)

– 1980s and 1990s

– Early 2000s:  Pittsburgh Neighborhood 

Community Information System (PNCIS)

– Became part of the National Neighborhood 

Indicators Partnership (NNIP)

• 2014: New mayor creates Office of Innovation 

and Performance, open data staff hired, open 

data legislation passed

• Late 2014: City and County agreement

• Early 2015:  County hires CountyStat staff

BRIEF HISTORY OF

THE WPRDC
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• Launched October 2015

BRIEF HISTORY (CONT.)

www.wprdc.org
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COUNTY DATASETS

• Daily jail census

• Daily air quality reports

• Dog licenses

• Sheriffs sales

• Property sales

• Crash data

• GIS files

– Municipal boundaries

– Roadway centerlines

– Polling locations

– Parks

– Council Districts

– School districts



COUNTY DATASETS
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• Expand thematically

– Transportation

– Environmental justice

– Property data

– Water resources

• Expand geographically

DATASET EXPANSIONS
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• Partnership agreements

• Data Deposit Agreement for New Publishers

– Data license or public domain dedication

• Terms of Use

LEGAL FRAMEWORK
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• For Publishers

– Loading data

– Writing metadata

– Protecting sensitive information

– Prioritizing data releases

– Adopting data standards

• Data users

– Group meetings

– User guides

– Online feedback/suggestions

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
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• PennDOT Crash Data

– Upcoming Hack-a-thon

• Pittsburgh Smart City 

Challenge

TRANSPORTATION



WESTERN PA REGIONAL DATA CENTER

May 12, 2016

CONTACT ACED 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Ann M. Ogoreuc, Manager, Transportation Initiatives

Ann.Ogoreuc@alleghenycounty.us

(412) 350-4549

Allegheny County Economic Development
112 Washington Place | Suite 900 | Pittsburgh, PA 15219  

http://economic.alleghenycounty.us


