
SUSTAIN JUSTICE ASSISTANCE FOR LOCAL COMMUNITIES: 
SUPPORT THE BYRNE JAG AND SCAAP PROGRAMS 

ACTION NEEDED: 
Urge your members of Congress, especially those who serve on the 
U.S. House and Senate Appropriations Committees, to provide 
sustained funding for U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) programs 
that support county courts, local law enforcement and other justice-
related local functions in the annual appropriations process. 

BACKGROUND: 
DOJ funds programs that provide critical support to county courts 
and corrections, juvenile justice and law enforcement agencies. 
Among these programs are the Byrne Justice Assistance Grant 
Program (Byrne JAG), which helps counties across the nation 
utilize emerging and evidence-based approaches to the public 
safety challenges facing their jurisdictions, and the State Criminal 
Alien Assistance Program (SCAAP), which reimburses counties for 
costs associated with the incarceration of undocumented 
immigrants. 

Counties work together with all levels of government to improve 
public safety and these federal programs are essential to 
nationwide efforts to safely lower jail populations, fight recidivism 
and combat drug trafficking while providing treatment and 
alternatives to incarceration. These programs have also been the 
catalyst for many initiatives that have brought about cost savings 
to taxpayers. 

COLLECTIVELY, THE NATION’S 3,069 
COUNTIES SPEND OVER $107 BILLION 
EACH YEAR ON PUBLIC SAFETY AND 
COURT-RELATED ACTIVITIES. 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (DOJ) 
GRANT PROGRAMS ARE A NEEDED 
CATALYST FOR, AND AN ESSENTIAL 
PART OF, LOCAL EFFORTS TO SAFELY 
LOWER JAIL POPULATIONS, FIGHT 
RECIDIVISM AND COMBAT DRUG 
TRAFFICKING WHILE PROVIDING 
TREATMENT AND ALTERNATIVES TO 
INCARCERATION. 

SCAN THE QR CODE TO 

DOWNLOAD THE BRIEF 

For FY 2023, Byrne JAG is funded at $770.8 million, an increase 
of $96.3 million compared to FY 2022. SCAAP was previously 
funded at $545 million in FY 2002 but has since been decreased 
and is currently funded at $234 million for FY 2023. 

KEY TALKING POINTS: 
• Our nation’s 3,069 counties spend over $107 billion of their total local government expenditures

each year on public safety and court-related activities, and are directly responsible for juvenile
delinquency prevention, crime prevention, law enforcement, victim services, prosecution, indigent



 

 

• defense, drug and other problem-solving courts, corrections, drug and substance abuse treatment 
and post-correctional support services. 

 
• The federal contribution to state and local criminal justice services is very small (only 3.3 percent of the 

amount spent by state and local governments according to a 2008 report by the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics), but it is a much-needed spark that allows state and local governments to test new initiatives 
and coordinate across the justice system to find solutions that work. 

 
• U.S. Department of Justice grant programs have been the catalyst for many initiatives that have 

brought about cost savings to taxpayers while reducing prison and jail overcrowding, combatting the 
cycle of recidivism and reducing the rate of incarceration. 

 
• Funding for these programs provides the foundation for our nation's counties to build robust 

capabilities needed to fight crime, manage better outcomes for youth, efficiently administer our 
diverse criminal justice systems and achieve the highest level of public safety. 

For further information, contact Brett Mattson at 202.942.4234 or bmattson@naco.org. 
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