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INCREASE FUNDING FOR THE SECOND CHANCE ACTTO
SUPPORT LOCAL REENTRY PROGRAMS THAT REDUCE
RECIDIVISM AMONG FORMERLY INCARCERATED

INDIVIDUALS

ACTION NEEDED:

Urge your Members of Congress - especially those serving on the U.S.
House and Senate Appropriations Committees - to support increased
funding for Second Chance Act programs in the annual appropriations
process. The bipartisan Second Chance Act provides resources to
states, local governments and nonprofit organizations to improve
outcomes for people returning to communities from prisons, jails and
juvenile facilities.

BACKGROUND:

Enacted in 2008, the Second Chance Act (P.L. 110-199) authorizes
federal grants that assist states, counties and nonprofit organizations
in developing and implementing programs to help formerly
incarcerated individuals successfully reintegrate into the community
after their release from correctional facilities. Administered through the
Office of Justice Programs at the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ),
Second Chance Act programs have helped numerous counties provide
reentry services - like employment assistance, substance abuse and
mental health treatment, housing, family-center programming and
mentoring - to adults and juveniles returning to the community from
prisons or jails.

Since its establishment in 2008, the Second Chance Act has funded
more than 600 grants to state and local governments and nonprofit

organizations, and more than a third of these grants have been

awarded to counties. These investments in reentry programs have

proven effective in helping individuals successfully reintegrate into

their communities. Successful reintegration results in lower rates of

recidivism, which improves public safety and provides significant

savings to counties, who collectively spend $70 billion each year on

criminal justice.
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ACCORDING TO THE U.S. BUREAU OF
JUSTICE STATISTICS, THERE ARE
MORE THAN 11 MILLION INDIVIDUALS
ADMITTED TO JAILS EACH YEAR. OF
THAT NUMBER, ONLY ABOUT FOUR
PERCENT OF JAIL ADMISSIONS
RESULT IN PRISON SENTENCES - IN
OTHER WORDS, 96 PERCENT OF JAIL
DETAINEES AND INMATES RETURN
DIRECTLY TO THE COMMUNITY FROM
JAIL.

AS FORMERLY INCARCERATED
INDIVIDUALS RETURN TO THEIR
COMMUNITIES, THE SECOND CHANCE
ACT IMPROVES THE COORDINATION OF
REENTRY SERVICES AND POLICIES AT
THE STATE, LOCAL AND TRIBAL
LEVELS.

SINCE 2008, SECOND CHANCE ACT
PROGRAMS HAVE FUNDED 600
GRANTS TO LOCAL AND STATE
GOVERNMENTS AND NONPROFIT
ORGANIZATIONS. MORE THAN ONE
OUT OF EVERY THREE SECOND
CHANCE ACT AWARDS HAS GONE TO
COUNTY GOVERNMENTS

SCAN THE QR CODE TO DOWNLOAD
THE BRIEF




As Congress considers funding for a variety of federal programs and thousands of formerly incarcerated
individuals return to their communities, the Second Chance Act should be prioritized in the annual
appropriations process. Currently, the program is funded at $100 million under FY 2021 appropriations - an
increase of $10 million from FY 2020 levels. NACo worked with Congress to include the $10 million increase
in funding for this pivotal program in the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021.

KEY TALKING POINTS:

e Counties spend more than $70 billion each year on criminal justice and more than $69 billion on

health and human services.

e According to the U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics, there are more than 11 million individuals
admitted to jails each year. Of that number, only about four percent of jail admissions result in prison
sentences - in other words, 96 percent of jail detainees and inmates return directly to the

community from jail.

e The Second Chance Act improves the coordination of reentry services and policies at the state, local
and tribal levels, and provides financial assistance for local programs that provide employment
training, mentoring, substance abuse and mental health treatment and other family-centered

services to formerly incarcerated individuals.

e Since 2009, more than one out of three Second Chance Act awards has gone to county
governments. Of the nearly $300 million that has been awarded to state, local, tribal and nonprofit
reentry programs under the Second Chance Act, $95 million has gone directly to county

governments.

COMMITTEES OF JURISDICTION

HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE | SENATE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE
Majority Minority Majority Minority

Rep. Rosa Delauro (D-Conn.) Rep. Kay Granger (R-Texas) Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) Sen. Richard Shelby (R-Ala.)
Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio) Rep. Harold Rogers (R-Ky.) Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) Sen. Mitch McConnel (R-Ky.)
Rep. David Price (D-N.C.) Rep. Robert B. Aderholt (R- Sen. Dianne Feinstein (D- Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine)
Rep. Sanford Bishop (D-Ga.) Ala.) Calif.) Sen. Lisa Murkowski (R-
Rep. Barbara Lee (D-Calif.) Rep. Michael K. Simpson (R- Sen. Richard Durbin (D-IIl.) Alaska)

Rep. Betty McCollum (D- Idaho) Sen. Jack Reed (D-R.I.) Sen. Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.)
Minn.) Rep. John R. Carter (R-Texas) Sen. Jon Tester (D-Mont.) Sen. Roy Blunt (R-Mo.)
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Rep. Tim Ryan (D-Ohio)

Rep. C. Ruppersberger (D-
Md.)

Rep. Debbie Wasserman
Schultz (D-Fla.)

Rep. Henry Cuellar (D-Texas)
Rep. Chellie Pingree (D-
Maine)

Rep. Mike Quigley (D-Ill.)
Rep. Derek Kilmer (D-Wash.)
Rep. Matt Cartwright (D-Pa.)
Rep. Grace Meng (D-N.Y.)
Rep. Mark Pocan (D-Wis.)
Rep. Katherine M. Clark (D-
Mass.)

Rep. Pete Aguilar (D-Calif.)
Rep. Lois Frankel (D-Fla.)
Rep. Cheri Bustos (D-Ill.)
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-N.J.)

Rep. Brenda Lawrence (D-
Mich.)

Rep. Norma Torres (D-Calif.)
Rep. Charlie Crist (D-Fla.)
Rep. Ann Kirkpatrick (D-Ariz.)
Rep. Ed Case (D-Hawaii)

Rep. Adriano Espaillat (D-N.Y.)
Rep. Josh Harder (D-Calif.)
Rep. Jennifer Wexton (D-Va.)
Rep. David Trone (D-Md.)
Rep. Lauren Underwood (D-
1l.)

Rep. Susie Lee (D-Nev.)

Rep. Ken Calvert (R-Calif.)
Rep. Tom Cole (R-Okla.)

Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart (R-
Fla.)
Rep.
Alaska)
Rep. Charles Fleischmann (R-

Steve Womack (R-

Tenn.)

Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler
(R-Wash.)

Rep. David Joyce (R-Ohio)
Rep. Andy Harris (R-Md.)
Rep. Mark E. Amodei (R-Nev.)
Rep. Chris Stewart (R-Utah)
Rep. Steven Palazzo (R-Mo.)
Rep. David Valadao (R-Calif.)
Rep.
Wash.)
Rep. John R. Moolenaar (R-
Mich.)

Rep. John Rutherford (R-Fla.)
Rep. Ben Cline (R-Va.)

Rep. Guy Reschenthaler (R-
Pa.)

Rep. Mike Garcia (R-Calif.)
Rep. Ashley Hinson (R-lowa)

Dan Newhouse (R-

Rep. Tony Gonzales (R-Texas)

Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.
Sen.

Sen.

Jeanne Shaheen (D-N.H.)
Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.)
Chris Coons (D-Del.)
Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii)
Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.)
Chris Murphy (D-Conn.)
Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.)
Chris Van Hollen (D-M.d.)
Martin Henrich (D-N.M.)

Sen. Jerry Moran (R-Kan)
Sen. John Hoeven (R-N.D.)
Sen John Boozman (R-Ark.)
Sen. Shelley Moore Capito
(R-W.Va.)

Sen. John Kennedy (R-La.)
Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith (R-
Miss.)

Sen. Mike Braun (R-Ind.)
Sen. Bill Haggerty (R-Tenn.)
Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.)
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