
 

 

MAINTAIN FUNDING FOR USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMS 

 

ACTION NEEDED: 

Urge your members of Congress to support U.S. Department of 

Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development programs throughout the FY 

2023 appropriations process by meeting or exceeding FY 2022 

funding levels. USDA Rural Development programs provide critical 

investments in key rural county priorities. 

BACKGROUND:  

USDA programs are funded through the annual Agriculture, Rural 

Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related 

Agencies appropriations bill. USDA Rural Development operates a 

broad range of grant and loan programs critical to rural counties. 

These programs include grant funding and loan financing for 

water/wastewater infrastructure, community facilities, broadband, 

electric, telephone, housing, renewable energy and business 

development.    

In March 2022, Congress passed the FY 2022 spending package 

that included over $25 billion in total discretionary funding 

authority for USDA, including over $3.9 billion for USDA’s Rural 

Development Programs – an increase of $50 million over FY 

2021 funding levels.  

Counties encourage Congress to maintain funding levels at or 

above FY 2022 levels as it considers appropriations for FY 2023.  

Below is a breakdown of FY 2022 funding levels:  

Under the USDA Rural Utilities Service (RUS): 

• Water and Waste Disposal Loan and Grant Programs: 

$1.4 billion in funding for direct loans under the Water 

and Waste Disposal Program – equal to FY 2021 enacted 

levels – and $70 million in grants for the Water and 

Waste Disposal Program, an increase of $2 million over 
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USDA PROGRAMS ARE FUNDED 

THROUGH THE ANNUAL 

AGRICULTURE, RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG 

ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED 

AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS BILL. 

 

USDA RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

OPERATES PROGRAMS THAT 

PROVIDE GRANTS AND LOAN 

FINANCING FOR 

WATER/WASTEWATER 

INFRASTRUCTURE, COMMUNITY 

FACILITIES, BROADBAND, 

ELECTRIC, TELEPHONE, HOUSING, 

RENEWABLE ENERGY AND 

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT  

 

SOME KEY USDA RURAL 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

INCLUDE THE USDA RURAL 

UTILITIES SERVICE (RUS); THE 

USDA RURAL HOUSING SERVICE 

(RHS); AND THE RURAL BUSINESS-

COOPERATIVE SERVICE (RBCS). 

 

 

 

 
 



 

FY 2021 enacted levels. This program helps rural communities address the backlog of clean water 

and waste disposal projects. 

• Distance Learning, Telemedicine, and Broadband Program: $690 million for the Rural 

Telecommunications Program, equal to FY 2021 enacted levels. This funding includes $62.5 million 

for the Distance Learning, Telemedicine and Broadband Program. 

Under the USDA Rural Housing Service (RHS): 

• Rural Community Facilities Program: $3.45 billion for the Rural Community Facilities Program, a 

$650 million increase from enacted FY 2021 levels. This program helps fund rural hospitals, 

schools, and health clinics. 

• Rural Housing Loan and Rental Assistance Program: $2.85 billion for Rural Housing Loan and Rental 

Assistance Programs. This program helps provide affordable housing to underserved families in rural 

communities. 

Under the USDA Rural Business-Cooperative Service (RBCS): 

• Rural Cooperative Development Grant Program: $73.1 million for the Rural Business Development 

Grant Program, equal to enacted FY 2021 levels. The FY 2022 package also provided $27.6 million 

for Rural Cooperative Development Grants. These programs help rural communities create and 

expand new markets and products through strategic investments. 

KEY TALKING POINTS:  

• USDA Rural Development operates a broad range of grant and loan programs that are critical to rural 

counties. These programs include grant funding and loan financing for water/wastewater 

infrastructure, community facilities, broadband, electric, telephone, housing, renewable energy and 

business development.   

 

• Urge your member of Congress to support U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Rural Development 

programs throughout the FY 2023 appropriations process by meeting or exceeding FY 2022 funding 

levels. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

COMMITTEES OF JURISDICTION 
        

HOUSE AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE 

Majority 

Chair: Rep. David Scott (Ga.) 

Vice Chair: Rep. Alma Adams (N.C.) 

Rep. Jim Costa (Calif.) 

Rep. Jim McGovern (Mass.) 

Rep. Abigail Spanberger (Va.)   

Rep. Jahana Hayes (Conn.) 

Rep. Shontel Brown (Ohio) 

Rep. Bobby Rush (Ill.) 

Rep. Chellie Pingree (Maine)   

Rep. Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan (MP) 

Rep. Ann McLane Kuster (N.H.) 

Rep. Cheri Bustos (Ill.) 

Rep. Sean Patrick Maloney (N.Y.)     

Rep. Stacey Plaskett (US-VI) 

Rep. Tom O’Halleran (Ariz.) 

Rep. Salud Carbajal (Calif.) 

Rep. Ro Khanna (Calif.) 

Rep. Al Lawson (Fla.) 

Rep. Lou Correa (Calif.) 

Rep. Angie Craig (Minn.) 

Rep. Josh Harder Calif. 

Rep. Cindy Axne (Iowa) 

Rep. Kim Schrier (Wash.) 

Rep. Jimmy Panetta (Calif.) 

Rep. Sanford Bishop (Ga.) 

Rep. Marcy Kaptur (Ohio) 

Rep. Sharice Davids (Kan.) 

 

Minority 

Ranking Member: Rep. Glenn ‘GT’ Thompson (Pa.) 

Rep. Austin Scott (Ga.) 

Rep. Rick Crawford (Alaska) 

Rep. Scott DesJarlais (Tenn.) 

Rep. Vicky Hartzler (Mo.) 

Rep. Doug LaMalfa Calif. 

Rep. Rodney Davis (Ill.) 

Rep. Rick Allen (Ga.) 

Rep. David Rouzer (N.C.) 

Rep. Trent Kelly (Miss.) 

Rep. Don Bacon (Neb.) 

Rep. Dusty Johnson (S.D.) 

Rep. Jim Baird (Ind.) 

Rep. Chris Jacobs (N.Y.) 

Rep. Troy Balderson (Ohio) 

Rep. Michael Cloud (Texas) 

Rep. Tracey Mann (Kan.) 

Rep. Randy Feenstra (IA) 

Rep. Mary Miller (Ill.) 

Rep. Barry Moore (Alaska) 

Rep. Kat Cammack (Fla.) 

Rep. Michel Fischbach (Minn.) 

Rep. Mayra Flores (Texas) 

SENATE AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION AND FORESTRY COMMITTEE 

Majority 

Chair: Sen. Debbie Stabenow (Mich.) 

Sen. Patrick Leahy (Vt.) 

Sen. Sherrod Brown (Ohio) 

Sen. Amy Klobuchar (Minn.) 

Sen. Michael Bennet (Colo.) 

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand (N.Y.) 

Sen. Tina Smith (Minn.) 

Sen. Richard Durbin (Ill.) 

Sen. Cory Booker (N.J.) 

Sen. Ben Ray Lujan (N.M.) 

Sen. Raphael Warnock Ga. 

 

Minority 

Ranking Member:  Sen. John Boozman (Ariz.) 

Sen. Mitch McConnell (Ky.) 

Sen. John Hoeven (N.D.) 

Sen. Joni Ernst (Iowa) 

Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith (Miss.) 

Sen. Roger Marshall (Kan.) 

Sen. Tommy Tuberville (Alaska) 

Sen. John Thune (S.D.) 

Sen. Deb Fischer (Neb.) 

Sen. Mike Braun (Ind.) 

 



 

 

  

HOUSE AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADNISTRATION 

AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 

Majority 

Chair: Rep Sanford Bishop Jr. (Ga.) 

Rep. Chellie Pingree (Maine) 

Rep. Mark Pocan (Wis.) 

Rep. Lauren Underwood (Ill.) 

Rep. Barbara Lee (Texas) 

Rep. Betty McCollum (Minn.) 

Rep. Debbie Wasserman Schultz (Fla.) 

Rep. Henry Cuellar (Texas) 

Rep. Grace Meng (N.Y.) 

 

Minority 

Acting Ranking Member: Rep. Andy Harris (Md.) 

Rep. Robert Aderholt (Alaska) 

Rep. David Valadao (Calif.) 

Rep. John Moolenaar (Mich.) 

Rep. Dan Newhouse (Wash.) 

Rep. Julia Letlow (La.) 

 

SENATE AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT, FOOD AND DRUG 

ADMINISTRATION AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 

Majority 
Chair: Sen. Tammy Baldwin (Wis.) 

Sen. Jeff Merkley (Ore.) 

Sen. Dianne Feinstein (Calif.) 

Sen. Jon Tester (Mont.) 

Sen. Patrick Leahy (Vt.) 

Sen. Brian Schatz (Hawaii) 

Sen. Martin Heinrich (N.M.) 

 

Minority 

Ranking Member: Sen. John Hoeven (N.D.) 

Sen. Mitch McConnell (Ky.) 

Sen. Susan Collins (Maine) 

Sen. Roy Blunt (Mo.) 

Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith (Miss.) 

Sen. Jerry Moran (Kan.) 

Sen. Mike Braun (Ind.) 
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For further information, contact Aaliyah Nedd at 202.661.8833 or anedd@naco.org. 


