
FULLY FUND THE OLDER AMERICANS ACT (OAA) 

ACTION NEEDED: 
Urge your members of Congress to appropriate Fiscal Year (FY) 
2023 funding for Older Americans Act (OAA) programs at or above 
the level of $2.46 billion as authorized in the Supporting Older 
Americans Act of 2020 (SOAA, P.L. 116-131). 

BACKGROUND: 

Originally enacted in 1965, the Older Americans Act (OAA) supports 
activities that help older adults live independently and remain part 
of the community. The U. S. Department of Health and Human 
Services Administration on Aging (AOA) under the Administration 
for Community Living (ACL) administers most OAA programs. Only 
those promoting part-time employment opportunities and 
community service activities for seniors fall separately under the 
Department of Labor. 

The majority of OAA programs are “core services” authorized by 
Title III—Grants for State and Community Programs on Aging. These 
core services vary depending on local needs, but often include 
transportation, nutrition, support for caregivers, recreation, in-
home assistance, disease prevention and more. The OAA also 
authorizes funding for training, research and demonstration 
projects in the field of aging as well as grants for services for 
Native Americans and elder rights activities. 

States receive Title III Grants according to a formula based on their 
share of the nation's population of individuals 60 and older. States 
then pass these funds to Area Agencies on Aging (AAAs), which 
coordinate programs and services for senior citizens at the local 
level. Counties are key recipients of these dollars and frequent 
administrators of these programs. Roughly 25 percent of the 625 
AAAs across the nation operate within county governments, while 
another 28 percent operate within regional planning councils or 
councils of governments that often include counties. Meanwhile, 
56 percent of AAAs rely on local funding streams through counties 
or other local governments to provide additional programs and services. 
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As the nation’s population rapidly ages, counties face increasing demand and challenges in providing 
comprehensive systems of care to their older residents. Federal funding for OAA programs has not kept pace 
with these demographic changes. Without additional resources, counties will face new challenges in providing 
the rapidly aging population with access to critical services.  
  
The Supporting Older Americans Act not only reauthorized the OAA for 5 years but provided a critical increase 
in the authorized funding level for core services: 7 percent in the first year (FY 2020) and 6 percent annually 
for the next four years, FY 2021 through FY 2024. However, programs under OAA are discretionary and subject 
to the annual appropriations process, meaning Congress may not provide the full increase allowed for in the 
reauthorization. In FY 2021, OAA programs received $2.13 billion in regular funding (excluding emergency 
appropriations), $192 million less than authorized levels.  

 
COVID-19 RESPONSE 
Congress provided emergency funds for OAA programs throughout the pandemic. The Family First Coronavirus 
Relief Act (FFCRA) included $80 million for Congregate Nutrition Services and $160 million for Home-Delivered 
Nutrition Services. The CARES Act provided $200 million for Home and Community Based Services (HCBS), 
$480 million for home-delivered meals for older adults and supplements to many other programs for a total 
of $900 million in emergency OAA funding. The Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 included $175 million 
in emergency funding for senior nutrition programs and $100 million in emergency funding for ACL to address 
abuse, neglect and exploitation of the elderly. The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 provided $1.4 billion in 
emergency funding, including $750 million for senior nutrition programs, $460 million for home-and-
community-based support services, $45 million for disease prevention and support for several other 
programs. 
 

KEY TALKING POINTS:  
• By 2035, for the first time in our nation’s history, the population of adults 65 and older will 

outnumber children younger than 18, significantly increasing the demand for aging services. 
 

• Approximately 25 percent of the 625 area agencies on aging across the nation operate within county 
governments while another 28 percent operate within regional planning councils or councils of 
governments that often include counties. 

 
• 56 percent of area agencies on aging rely on local funding streams – including from counties – to 

provide additional programs and services. 
 

• Congress should appropriate FY 2023 funding for Older Americans Act programs at or above the 
level of $2.46 billion as authorized in the recently passed Supporting Older Americans Act. 

 
• Congress should provide full funding for the OAA in future appropriations so that it can keep pace 

with our nation’s growing population of older adults. 



COMMITTEES OF JURISDICTION 

HOUSE EDUCATION AND LABOR COMMITTEE 

Majority 
Chair: Rep. Bobby Scott (Va.) 
Vice Chair: Rep. Jamall Bowman (N.Y.) 
Rep. Alma Adams (N.C.) 
Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (Ore.) 
Rep. Joaquin Castro (Texas) 
Rep. Joe Courtney (Conn.) 
Rep. Mark DeSaulnier (Calif.) 
Rep. Adriano Espaillat (N.Y.) 
Rep. Raúl Grijalva (Ariz.) 
Rep. Jahana Hayes (Conn.) 
Rep. Pramila Jayapal (Wash.) 
Rep. Mondaire Jones (N.Y.) 
Rep. Teresa Leger Fernandez (N.M.) 
Rep. Andy Levin (Mich.) 
Rep. Kathy Manning (N.C.) 
Rep. Lucy McBath (Ga.) 
Rep. Kweisi Mfume (Md.) 
Rep. Joe Morelle (N.Y.) 
Rep. Frank Mrvan (Ind.) 
Rep. Donald Norcross (N.J.) 
Rep. Ilhan Omar (Minn.) 
Rep. Mark Pocan (Wis.) 
Rep. Mikie Sherrill (N.J.) 
Rep. Haley Stevens (Mich.) 
Rep. Mark Takano (Calif.) 
Rep. Susan Wild (Penn.) 
Rep. Frederica Wilson (Fla.) 
Rep. John Yarmuth (Ky.) 

Minority 
Ranking Member: Rep. Virgina Foxx (N.C.) 
Rep. Rick Allen (Ga.) 
Rep. Jim Banks (Ind.) 
Rep. Madison Cawthorn (N.C.) 
Rep. James Comer (Ky.) 
Rep. Scott Fitzgerald (Wis.) 
Rep. Russ Fulcher (Idaho) 
Rep. Bob Good (Va.) 
Rep. Glenn Grothman (Wis.) 
Rep. Diana Harshbarger (Tenn.) 
Rep. Fred Keller (Penn.) 
Rep. Julia Letlow (La.) 
Rep. Lisa McClain (Mich.) 
Rep. Mary Miller (Ill.) 
Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks (Iowa) 
Rep. Greg Murphy (N.C.) 
Rep. Burgess Owens (Utah) 
Rep. Victoria Spartz (Ind.) 
Rep. Michelle Steel (Calif.) 
Rep. Elise Stefanik (N.Y.) 
Rep. G.T. Thompson (Penn.) 
Rep. Tim Walberg (Mich.) 
Rep. Joe Wilson (S.C.) 

SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR AND PENSIONS COMMITTEE 
Majority 
Chair: Sen. Patty Murray (Wash.) 
Sen. Tammy Baldwin (Wis.) 
Sen. Bob Casey (Penn.) 
Sen Maggie Hassan (N.H.) 
Sen. John Hickenlooper (Colo.) 
Sen. Tim Kaine (Va.) 
Sen. Ben Ray Lujan (N.M.) 
Sen. Chris Murphy (Conn.) 
Sen Jacky Rosen (Nev.) 
Sen Bernie Sander (Vt.) 
Sen. Tina Smith (Minn.) 

Minority 
Ranking Member: Sen. Richard Burr (N.C.) 
Sen. Mike Braun (Ind.) 
Sen. Bill Cassidy (La.) 
Sen. Susan Collins (Maine) 
Sen. Roger Marshall (Kan.) 
Sen. Jerry Moran (Kan.) 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (Alaska) 
Sen. Mitt Romney (Utah) 
Sen. Tim Scott (S.C.) 
Sen. Tommy Tuberville (Ala.) 



HOUSE LABOR, HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AND 
EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 
Majority 
Chair: Rep Rosa DeLauro (Conn.) 
Vice Chair: Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard (Calif.) 
Rep. Cheri Bustos (Ill.) 
Rep. Katherine Clark (Mass.) 
Rep. Lois Frankel (Fla.) 
Rep. Josh Harder (Calif.) 
Rep. Brenda Lawrence(Mich.) 
Rep. Barbara Lee (Calif.) 
Rep. Mark Pocan (Wis.) 
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (N.J.) 

Minority 
Ranking Member: Rep. Tom Cole (Okla.) 
Rep. Kay Granger (Texas) 
Rep. Ben Cline (Va.) 
Rep. Chuck Fleischmann (Tenn.) 
Rep. Andy Harris (Md.) 
Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler (Wash.) 
Rep. John Moolenaar (Mich.) 

SENATE LABOR, HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AND 
EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 
Majority 
Chair: Sen. Parry Murray (Wash.) 
Sen. Patrick Leahy (Vt.) 
Sen. Tammy Baldwin (Wis.) 
Sen Dick Durbin (Ill.) 
Sen Joe Manchin (W.V.) 
Sen. Jeff Merkley (Ore.) 
Sen. Chris Murphy (Conn.) 
Sen. Jack Reed (R.I.) 
Sen Brian Schatz (Hawaii) 
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (N.H.) 

Minority 
Ranking Member: Roy Blunt (Mo.) 
Sen. Mike Braun (Ind.) 
Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (W.V.) 
Sen. Lindsey Graham (S.C.) 
Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith (Miss.) 
Sen. John Neely Kennedy (La.) 
Sen. Jerry Moran (KA) 
Sen. Marco Rubio (Fla.) 
Sen. Richard Shelby (Ala.) 

For further information, contact Rachel Mackey at 202.661.8843 or rmackey@naco.org. 
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