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SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY SERVICES BLOCK GRANT (CSBG)

ACTION NEEDED:

Urge your members of Congress to reauthorize and fully fund the
Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) to ensure the program is
effectively meeting the current needs of local communities.

BACKGROUND:

The U. S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
Administration for Children and Families (ACF) administers the
CSBG, which supports local agencies in activities that mitigate the
root causes of poverty. CSBG-eligible activities vary depending on
local needs, but often include services related to educational
attainment, accessing and maintaining employment and self-
sufficiency, household budget management, obtaining adequate
housing and promoting greater community participation. Most
CSBG funding is distributed to states, which must pass at least 90
percent of the funds to eligible local entities.

Counties play an integral role in administering CSBG. The program
operates in 99 percent of the nation’s counties through a network
of over 1,000 eligible public or private entities. Eligible entities are
primarily Community Action Agencies (CAAs) designated under the
Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 (P.L. 88-482). Local elected
officials or their representatives must (by law) make up one-third of
each CAA board of directors. These boards are responsible for
ensuring that agencies continue to assess and respond to the
causes and conditions of poverty in their communities, achieve
anticipated family and community outcomes and operate in an
administratively and fiscally sound manner. Along with CSBG, CAAs
also operate a variety of grants that come from federal, state and
local sources, such as Head Start and the Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP).

According to the latest annual report from the National Association
for State Community Services Programs (NASCSP), in FY 2019 the
CSBG network served 10.2 million individuals living in poverty,
including 3.2 million children. The network reported more than
250,000 employment outcomes (such as obtaining and
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maintaining a job, increasing income and obtaining benefits), nearly 1.5 million education outcomes (such as
improved literacy skills, school readiness and obtaining additional education and diplomas), more than 1.5
million housing outcomes (such as obtaining and maintaining housing, avoiding eviction or foreclosure and
reducing energy burden), more than 2.8 million health outcomes (such as increasing nutrition skills, improving
physical or mental health and living independently), 205,000 civic engagement outcomes (such as increasing
leadership skills and improving social networks) and nearly 400,000 income outcomes (maintaining a budget,
opening a savings account, increasing assets and net worth and improving financial wellbeing).

As a discretionary program, CSBG funding is subject to the annual appropriations process. Congress provided
$787.4 million in funding for CSBG in FY 2022, the highest level of funding the program has received in its
39-year history. However, CSBG has not been reauthorized since 1998, making it overdue for substantive
changes that could increase its ability to effectively serve vulnerable county residents. On May 13, 2022, the
U.S. House of Representatives passed the bipartisan CSBG Modernization Act (H.R. 5129). This bill would
enhance funding for CSBG, reauthorize the program for ten years and make other programmatic changes to
ensure it is effectively meeting the current needs of local communities. NACo is continuing to monitor Senate
progress on this reauthorizing legislation.

COVID-19 RESPONSE:

The CARES Act of 2020 provided $1 billion in supplemental funding for CSBG to be allocated to eligible
entities based on the proportionate share included in the FY 2020 State CSBG or Tribal CSBG Plan. The
supplemental CSBG funding may be used to provide services to individuals earning up to 200 percent of the
federal poverty line (a change from the existing statutory cap at 125 percent of the federal poverty line).
Additionally, within existing allocations, state CSBG funding may be used to support emergency response that
is consistent with statutorily allowable activities.

KEY TALKING POINTS:

e The Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) distributes funds to local agencies to support activities
that have a measurable and potentially major impact on the causes of poverty.

e States must by law pass 90 percent of CSBG funds to eligible local entities. The program operates in
99 percent of the nation’s counties through a network of over 1,000 eligible public or private
entities.

e Through its boards involving the public sector, the private sector, and the community, the Community
Services Block Grant (CSBG) represents a unique and effective partnership with counties, states,
federal government and community organizations.

e (CSBG allows Community Action Agencies (CAAs) to design and implement anti-poverty programs
tailored to an individual community’s needs, with a focus on housing, health, employment, income
and civic engagement outcomes.

e In FY 2019, the CSBG network served 10.2 million individuals living in poverty, including 3.2 million
children.
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5129

e While CSBG continues to receive funding through the annual appropriations process, it has not been
reauthorized since 1998. Counties support reauthorization of CSBG to ensure the program is
meeting the current needs of local communities.

COMMITTEES OF JURISDICTION

HOUSE EDUCATION AND LABOR COMMITTEE

Majority

Chair: Rep. Bobby Scott (Va.)
Vice Chair: Rep. Jamall Bowman (N.Y.)
Rep. Alma Adams (N.C.)

Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (Ore.)
Rep. Joaquin Castro (Texas)
Rep. Joe Courtney (Conn.)
Rep. Mark DeSaulnier (Calif.)
Rep. Adriano Espaillat (N.Y.)
Rep. Raul Grijalva (Ariz.)

Rep. Jahana Hayes (Conn.)
Rep. Pramila Jayapal (Wash.)
Rep. Mondaire Jones (N.Y.)
Rep. Teresa Leger Fernandez (N.M.)
Rep. Andy Levin (Mich.)

Rep. Kathy Manning (N.C.)
Rep. Lucy McBath (Ga.)

Rep. Kweisi Mfume (Md.)
Rep. Joe Morelle (N.Y.)

Rep. Frank Mrvan (Ind.)

Rep. Donald Norcross (N.J.)
Rep. llhan Omar (Minn.)

Rep. Mark Pocan (Wis.)

Rep. Mikie Sherrill (N.J.)

Rep. Haley Stevens (Mich.)
Rep. Mark Takano (Calif.)
Rep. Susan Wild (Penn.)

Rep. Frederica Wilson (Fla.)
Rep. John Yarmuth (Ky.)

Minority

Ranking Member: Rep. Virgina Foxx (N.C.)
Rep. Rick Allen (Ga.)

Rep. Jim Banks (Ind.)

Rep. Madison Cawthorn (N.C.)
Rep. James Comer (Ky.)

Rep. Scott Fitzgerald (Wis.)
Rep. Russ Fulcher (Idaho)

Rep. Bob Good (Va.)

Rep. Glenn Grothman (Wis.)
Rep. Diana Harshbarger (Tenn.)
Rep. Fred Keller (Penn.)

Rep. Julia Letlow (La.)

Rep. Lisa McClain (Mich.)

Rep. Mary Miller (ll1.)

Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks (lowa)
Rep. Greg Murphy (N.C.)

Rep. Burgess Owens (Utah)
Rep. Victoria Spartz (Ind.)

Rep. Michelle Steel (Calif.)

Rep. Elise Stefanik (N.Y.)

Rep. G.T. Thompson (Penn.)
Rep. Tim Walberg (Mich.)

Rep. Joe Wilson (S.C.)

SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR AND PENSIONS COMMITTEE

Majority

Chair: Sen. Patty Murray (Wash.)
Sen. Tammy Baldwin (Wis.)

Sen. Bob Casey (Penn.)

Sen Maggie Hassan (N.H.)

Sen. John Hickenlooper (Colo.)
Sen. Tim Kaine (Va.)

Sen. Ben Ray Lujan (N.M.)

Sen. Chris Murphy (Conn.)
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Minority

Ranking Member: Sen. Richard Burr (N.C.)
Sen. Mike Braun (Ind.)

Sen. Bill Cassidy (La.)

Sen. Susan Collins (Maine)

Sen. Roger Marshall (Kan.)

Sen. Jerry Moran (Kan.)

Sen. Lisa Murkowski (Alaska)

Sen. Mitt Romney (Utah)



Sen Jacky Rosen (Nev.) Sen. Tim Scott (S.C.)
Sen Bernie Sander (Vt.) Sen. Tommy Tuberville (Ala.)
Sen. Tina Smith (Minn.)

HOUSE LABOR, HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AND
EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE

Majority Minority

Chair: Rep Rosa DelLauro (Conn.) Ranking Member: Rep. Tom Cole (Okla.)
Vice Chair: Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard (Calif.) Rep. Kay Granger (Texas)

Rep. Cheri Bustos (lll.) Rep. Ben Cline (Va.)

Rep. Katherine Clark (Mass.) Rep. Chuck Fleischmann (Tenn.)

Rep. Lois Frankel (Fla.) Rep. Andy Harris (Md.)

Rep. Josh Harder (Calif.) Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler (Wash.)
Rep. Brenda Lawrence(Mich.) Rep. John Moolenaar (Mich.)

Rep. Barbara Lee (Calif.)
Rep. Mark Pocan (Wis.)
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (N.J.)

SENATE LABOR, HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AND
EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE

Majority Minority

Chair: Sen. Parry Murray (Wash.) Ranking Member: Roy Blunt (Mo.)
Sen. Patrick Leahy (Vt.) Sen. Mike Braun (Ind.)

Sen. Tammy Baldwin (Wis.) Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (W.V.)
Sen Dick Durbin (l11.) Sen. Lindsey Graham (S.C.)

Sen Joe Manchin (W.V.) Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith (Miss.)
Sen. Jeff Merkley (Ore.) Sen. John Neely Kennedy (La.)
Sen. Chris Murphy (Conn.) Sen. Jerry Moran (KA)

Sen. Jack Reed (R.1.) Sen. Marco Rubio (Fla.)

Sen Brian Schatz (Hawaii) Sen. Richard Shelby (Ala.)

Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (N.H.)

For further information, contact Rachel Mackey at 202.661.8843 or rmackey@naco.org.
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