
 

 
SUPPORT THE CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT FUND (CCDF) 
 
ACTION NEEDED: 
Urge your members of Congress to increase resources under the 
mandatory and discretionary titles Child Care and Development 
Fund (CCDF) program. 

BACKGROUND:  
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 
Administration for Children and Families (ACF) administers CCDF, 
the federal government’s funding source for child care subsidies to 
help eligible low-income families access child care and improve the 
quality of child care for all children. Last reauthorized in 2014, 
CCDF is comprised of both a mandatory component (not subject to 
the annual appropriations process), the Child Care Entitlement to 
States (CCES), and a discretionary portion, the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant (CCDBG), which Congress must fund 
every fiscal year. In FY 2022, CCDBG received $6.2 billion and 
CCES received $3.5 billion for a total of $9.7 billion in CCDF 
funding. 

Subsidized child care services under CCDF are available to eligible 
families through certificates (vouchers) or grants and contracts 
with providers. States have discretion to set income eligibility at or 
below 85 percent of State Median Income (SMI), setting the 
maximum age for children at or below 12 years, or at or below 18 
years if children have special needs and defining the activities that 
qualify a family for assistance (work, education, etc.) County 
governments are responsible for administering CCDF in at least 
eight states, according to the most recent available state plans: 
Colorado, Minnesota, North Carolina, North Dakota, New York, 
Ohio, Virginia and Wisconsin. In FY 2018, these eight states 
together invested more than $2 billion in federal, state and local 
funds in the CCDF program, accounting for more than a fifth of the 
national total. The scope of the county role in administering CCDF 
varies but means that county governments in these states may set 
policy related to eligibility, sliding fee scales, and payment rates as 
well as perform eligibility determinations, issue provider payments, 
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connect parents with child care and more. Counties administering CCDF may contribute county general 
revenue funds to help meet the required non-federal match for the CCES.  

Ensuring low-income families have access to affordable, high-quality child-care helps promote their 
participation in the workforce and/or education, while also encouraging positive child development. However, 
limited program resources, strict eligibility rules, infrastructure needs and expensive quality standards can 
challenge the ability of counties to meet the needs of local parents. In 2018, only 14 percent of eligible children 
participated in CCDF. Providing county governments with increased flexibility to determine program eligibility, 
adequate federal resources to meet demand and additional funding to meet licensing and quality standards 
would significantly improve the abilities of counties to increase the supply of high-quality and affordable child 
care for local families through CCDF. 

In March, 2022, Senate Republicans introduced The Child Care and Development Block Grant Reauthorization 
Act of 2022, which would make changes to increase eligibility for CCDBG, increase reimbursement rates for 
child care providers and cap co-pay costs for certain low-income households. However, the bill provides no 
new funding for these provisions, making it unlikely to garner bipartisan support. Senate Democrats, 
meanwhile, released a framework in May, 2022 to expand access to affordable child care that would triple 
the amount of funding for CCDBG to increase supply and quality and cap family co-pay costs, along with making 
investments in affordable preschool. The framework would invest between $150 and $200 billion over 6 
years, but has yet to be introduced via formal legislation. 

COVID-19 RESPONSE: 

Since the onset of the pandemic, Congress has sought to stabilize the child care industry with an influx of 
emergency CCDBG funding, including $3.5 billion passed under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security Act in March 2020 and an additional $10 billion in the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 in 
December 2020. Most recently, the American Rescue Act (ARPA) of 2021 provided an additional $39 billion 
to CCDBG, $15 billion of which will be distributed according to the regular formula with the remaining $24 
billion going to states to make subgrants directly to child care providers. ARPA also permanently increased 
CCES’s annual appropriation by $600 million.  

KEY TALKING POINTS:  
• The Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) is the federal government’s funding source for child 

care subsidies to help eligible low-income families access child care and improve the quality of child 
care for all children. 

• Eight states delegate CCDF funding and administration to county governments: Colorado, Minnesota, 
North Carolina, North Dakota, New York, Ohio, Virginia and Wisconsin.  

• Access to high-quality, affordable child care is critical for promoting positive child development as well 
as encouraging workforce participation and access to education for low-income parents. 

• Limited program resources, strict eligibility rules and expensive quality standards can challenge the 
ability of counties to meet the needs of local parents through CCDF. 



• Counties urge Congress to provide increased funding for both the mandatory and discretionary titles
within CCDF to help us meet quality standards, invest in child care infrastructure, boost supply and
serve eligible families.

• Congress should provide counties with increased authority to set income eligibility, establish sliding
fee scales and determine other eligibility factors related to work and education to best meet the needs
of local families.

COMMITTEES OF JURISDICTION 

Minority 
Ranking Member: Rep. Kevin Brady (Texas) 
Rep. Jodey Arrington (Texas)  
Rep. Vern Buchanan (Fla.)  
Rep. Ron Estes (Kan.)  
Rep. Drew Ferguson (Ga.)  
Rep. Kevin Hern (Okla.)  
Rep. Mike Kelly (Penn.) 
Rep. Darin LaHood (Ill.) 
Rep. Carol Miller (W.V.)  
Rep. Tom Rice (S.C.)  
Rep. David Schweikert (Ariz.) 
Rep. Adrian Smith (Neb.)  
Rep. Jason Smith (Mo.)  
Rep. Lloyd Smucker (Penn.)  
Rep. Jackie Walorski (Ind.)  
Rep. Greg Murphy (N.C.)  
Rep. David Kustoff (Tenn.)  
Rep. Brad Wenstrup (Ohio)  

HOUSE WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE 
Majority 
Chair: Rep. Richard Neal (Mass.) 
Vice Chair Suzan DelBene (Wash.) 
Rep. Mike Thompson (Calif.) 
Rep. John Larson (Conn.) 
Rep. Earl Blumenauer (Ore.) 
Rep. Ron Kind (Wisc.)   
Rep. Bill Pascrell (N.J.) 
Rep. Danny Davis (Ill.)  
Rep. Linda Sanchez (Calif.) 
Rep. Brian Higgins (N.Y.)  
Rep. Terri Sewell (Ala.)   
Rep. Lloyd Doggett (Texas) 
Rep. Judy Chu (Calif.) 
Rep. Gwen Moore (Wis.) 
Rep. Dan Kildee (Mich.)     
Rep. Brendan Boyle (Penn.) 
Rep. Don Beyer (Va.) 
Rep. Dwight Evans (Penn.) 
Rep. Brad Schneider (Ill.) 
Rep. Tom Suozzi (N.Y.) 
Rep. Jimmy Panetta (Calif.) 
Rep. Stephanie Murphy (Fla.) 
Rep. Jimmy Gomez (Calif.) 
Rep. Steven Horsford (Nev.) 

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Majority 
Chair: Sen. Ron Wyden (Ore.) 
Michael Bennet (Colo.) 
Sen. Sherrod Brown (Ohio) 
Sen. Maria Cantwell (Wash.) 
Sen. Ben Cardin (Md.) 
Sen. Tom Carper (Del.) 
Sen. Bob Casey (Penn.) 
Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (Nev.) 
Sen. Maggie Hassan (N.H.) 
Sen. Bob Menendez (N.J.) 

Minority 
Ranking Member: Sen. Mike Crapo (Idaho) 
Sen. John Barrasso (Wyo.) 
Sen. Richard Burr (N.C.) 
Sen. Bill Cassidy (La.) 
Sen. John Cornyn (Texas) 
Sen. Steve Daines (Mont.) 
Sen. Chuck Grassley (Iowa) 
Sen. James Lankford (Okla.) 
Sen. Ben Sasse (Neb.) 
Sen. Tim Scott (S.C.) 



Sen. Debbie Stabenow (Mich.) 
Sen. Mark Warner (Va.) 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren (Mass.) 
Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (R.I.) 

Sen. John Thune (S.D.) 
Sen. Pat Toomey (Penn.) 
Sen. Todd Young (Ind.) 

HOUSE EDUCATION AND LABOR COMMITTEE 
Majority 
Chair:  Rep. Bobby Scott (Va.) 
Vice Chair: Rep. Jamall Bowman (N.Y.) 
Rep. Alma Adams (N.C.) 
Rep. Suzanne Bonamici (Ore.) 
Rep. Joaquin Castro (Texas) 
Rep. Joe Courtney (Conn.) 
Rep. Mark DeSaulnier (Calif.) 
Rep. Adriano Espaillat (N.Y.) 
Rep. Raúl Grijalva (Ariz.) 
Rep. Jahana Hayes (Conn.) 
Rep. Pramila Jayapal (Wash.) 
Rep. Mondaire Jones (N.Y.) 
Rep. Teresa Leger Fernandez (N.M.) 
Rep. Andy Levin (Mich.) 
Rep. Kathy Manning (N.C.) 
Rep. Lucy McBath (Ga.) 
Rep. Kweisi Mfume (Md.) 
Rep. Joe Morelle (N.Y.) 
Rep. Frank Mrvan (Ind.) 
Rep. Donald Norcross (N.J.) 
Rep. Ilhan Omar (Minn.) 
Rep. Mark Pocan (Wis.) 
Rep. Mikie Sherrill (N.J.) 
Rep. Haley Stevens (Mich.) 
Rep. Mark Takano (Calif.) 
Rep. Susan Wild (Penn.) 
Rep. Frederica Wilson (Fla.) 
Rep. John Yarmuth (Ky.) 

Minority 
Ranking Member: Rep. Virgina Foxx (N.C.) 
Rep. Rick Allen (Ga.) 
Rep. Jim Banks (Ind.) 
Rep. Madison Cawthorn (N.C.) 
Rep. James Comer (Ky.) 
Rep. Scott Fitzgerald (Wis.) 
Rep. Russ Fulcher (Idaho) 
Rep. Bob Good (Va.) 
Rep. Glenn Grothman (Wis.) 
Rep. Diana Harshbarger (Tenn.) 
Rep. Fred Keller (Penn.) 
Rep. Julia Letlow (La.) 
Rep. Lisa McClain (Mich.) 
Rep. Mary Miller (Ill.) 
Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks (Iowa) 
Rep. Greg Murphy (N.C.) 
Rep. Burgess Owens (Utah) 
Rep. Victoria Spartz (Ind.) 
Rep. Michelle Steel (Calif.) 
Rep. Elise Stefanik (N.Y.) 
Rep. G.T. Thompson (Penn.) 
Rep. Tim Walberg (Mich.) 
Rep. Joe Wilson (S.C.) 

SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR AND PENSIONS COMMITTEE 
Majority 
Chair: Sen. Patty Murray (Wash.) 
Sen. Tammy Baldwin (Wis.) 
Sen. Bob Casey (Penn.) 
Sen Maggie Hassan (N.H.) 
Sen. John Hickenlooper (Colo.) 
Sen. Tim Kaine (Va.) 
Sen. Ben Ray Lujan (N.M.) 
Sen. Chris Murphy (Conn.) 
Sen Jacky Rosen (Nev.) 
Sen Bernie Sander (Vt.) 
Sen. Tina Smith (Minn.) 

Minority 
Ranking Member: Sen. Richard Burr (N.C.) 
Sen. Mike Braun (Ind.) 
Sen. Bill Cassidy (La.) 
Sen. Susan Collins (Maine) 
Sen. Roger Marshall (Kan.) 
Sen. Jerry Moran (Kan.) 
Sen. Lisa Murkowski (Alaska) 
Sen. Mitt Romney (Utah) 
Sen. Tim Scott (S.C.) 
Sen. Tommy Tuberville (Ala.) 



HOUSE LABOR, HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AND 
EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 

Majority 
Chair: Rep Rosa DeLauro (Conn.) 
Vice Chair: Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard (Calif.) 
Rep. Cheri Bustos (Ill.) 
Rep. Katherine Clark (Mass.) 
Rep. Lois Frankel (Fla.) 
Rep. Josh Harder (Calif.) 
Rep. Brenda Lawrence(Mich.) 
Rep. Barbara Lee (Calif.) 
Rep. Mark Pocan (Wis.) 
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (N.J.) 

Minority 
Ranking Member: Rep. Tom Cole (Okla.) 
Rep. Kay Granger (Texas) 
Rep. Ben Cline (Va.) 
Rep. Chuck Fleischmann (Tenn.) 
Rep. Andy Harris (Md.) 
Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler (Wash.) 
Rep. John Moolenaar (Mich.) 

SENATE LABOR, HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES AND 
EDUCATION APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 
Majority 
Chair: Sen. Parry Murray (Wash.) 
Sen. Patrick Leahy (Vt.) 
Sen. Tammy Baldwin (Wis.) 
Sen Dick Durbin (Ill.) 
Sen Joe Manchin (W.V.) 
Sen. Jeff Merkley (Ore.) 
Sen. Chris Murphy (Conn.) 
Sen. Jack Reed (R.I.) 
Sen Brian Schatz (Hawaii) 
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (N.H.) 

Minority 
Ranking Member: Roy Blunt (Mo.) 
Sen. Mike Braun (Ind.) 
Sen. Shelley Moore Capito (W.V.) 
Sen. Lindsey Graham (S.C.) 
Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith (Miss.) 
Sen. John Neely Kennedy (La.) 
Sen. Jerry Moran (KA) 
Sen. Marco Rubio (Fla.) 
Sen. Richard Shelby (Ala.) 

For further information, contact Rachel Mackey at 202.661.8843 or rmackey@naco.org. 
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