2020 POLICY BRIEF

Support Authorization of the Water Resources Development

Act (WRDA)

ACTION NEEDED:

Urge federal lawmakers to pass a Water Resources Development
Act (WRDA) bill during the 116th Congress and continue a
regular two-year authorization cycle.

BACKGROUND:

WRDA bills authorize water resources studies and projects and
set policies for navigation, flood control, hydropower, recreation,
water supply and emergency management for the U.S Army
Corps of Engineers (Army Corps). This legislation is usually
passed on a biennial basis and addresses county interests
related to ports, inland waterways, levees, dams, wetlands,
watersheds and coastal restoration.

Congress has recently returned to regular order, passing WRDA
legislation on a two-year authorization cycle in 2014, 2016 and
2018. The current authorization will expire at the end of 2020 and
the congressional authorizing committees are expected to
consider a new WRDA bill during the 116th Congress.

As owners, users and regulators of water resources and
infrastructure, counties are directly impacted by the policies and
funding authorized in the legislation. We often partner with the
Army Crops to strengthen local infrastructure.

NACo played a key role in including county priorities in the 2018
WRDA bill, testifying before the U.S. Senate Committee on
Environment and Public Works and discussing the county role in
strengthening America’s water infrastructure. The final WRDA bill
included several provisions supported by counties, such as
requiring the Army Corps to consult with impacted stakeholders,
including local government, on future pending WRDA projects,
annual district budgets, deauthorized projects and guidance
documents.

KEY TALKING POINTS:

Counties appreciate the directive in the 2018 WRDA authorization
instructing the Army Corps to consult with local governments on
future and pending WRDA projects.

WRDA bills authorize water resources
studies and projects and set policies for
navigation, flood control, hydropower,
recreation, water supply and emergency
management for the U.S Army Corps of

Engineers (Army Corps)

As owners, users and regulators of water
resources and infrastructure, counties
are directly impacted by the policies and
funding authorized in the legislation.
Counties often work with the Army Corps

to strengthen local infrastructure

Through WRDA, the Army Corps
supports certain projects and studies,
allowing some communities with limited
funds to move forward with vital projects

that would otherwise be unaffordable
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Counties support preserving and maintaining the partnership
between federal, state and local governments for funding,
implementing and maintaining essential and environmentally
sound navigation, harbor, beach management, and flow control
projects across the nation.

Local governments need a strong WRDA to address critical water
infrastructure needs in our communities.

Through WRDA, the Army Corps supports certain projects and
studies, allowing some communities with limited funds to move
forward with vital projects that would otherwise be unaffordable.

NACo WRDA 2020 Priorities

e Extend Section 404 Permits from Five to Ten Years

e Improve Consultation with Local Governments on
Projects

e Reauthorize the State Revolving Loan Fund, the Clean
Water State Revolving Fund and the Drinking Water
State Revolving Loan Fund

o Unlock the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund

e Revise the Process to Assess Benefits of Federally
Funded Water Infrastructure Projects

e Increase Funding for the Use of Natural Infrastructure to
Mitigate the Risk of Storms and Flooding and Improve
Resiliency

e Support Research into Harmful Algal Bloom Prevention
and Mitigation

e Increase Funding for Publicly Owned Dams and Levees

e Investin Transboundary Water and Sewage
Infrastructure Along U.S./International Borders

e Fund Continued Education and Scientific Studies on
Ocean Acidification

For further information, contact Adam Pugh at 202.942.4269 or apugh@naco.org.
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COMMITTEES OF JURISDICTION

U.S. House Transportation &
Infrastructure Committee

U.S. Senate Environment and
Public Works Committee

MAJORITY:

Pete DeFazio (D-Ore.) —
Chairman

Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-
D.C))

Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-
Texas)

Rick Larsen (D-Wash.)
Grace Napolitano (D-Calif.)
Daniel Lipinski (D-IIl.)
Steve Cohen (D-Tenn.)
Albio Sires (D-N.J.)

John Garamendi (D-Calif.)
Hank Johnson (D-Ga.)
André Carson (D-Ind.)
Dina Titus (D-Nev.)

MINORITY:

Sam Graves (R-Mo.) —
Ranking Member

Don Young (R-Alaska)
Rick Crawford (R-Ark.)
Bob Gibbs (R-Ohio)
Daniel Webster (R-Fla.)
Thomas Massie (R-Ky.)
Mark Meadows (R-N.C.)
Scott Perry (R-Pa.)
Rodney Davis (R-ll.)
Rob Woodall (R-Ga.)
John Katko (R-N.Y.)
Brian Babin (R-Texas)
Garret Graves (R-La.)

Sean Patrick Maloney (D-N.Y.) pavid Rouzer (R-N.C))

Jared Huffman (D-Calif.)
Julia Brownley (D-Calif.)
Frederica Wilson (D-Fla.)
Donald Payne Jr. (D-N.J.)
Alan Lowenthal (D-Calif.)
Mark DeSaulnier (D-Calif.)
Stacey Plaskett (D-V.1.)
Stephen Lynch (D-Mass.)
Salud Carbajal (D-Calif.)
Anthony G. Brown (D-Md.)
Adriano Espaillat (D-N.Y.)
Tom Malinowski (D-N.J.)
Greg Stanton (D-Ariz.)
Debbie Mucarsel-Powell (D-
Fla.)

Lizzie Fletcher (D-Texas)
Colin Allred (D-Texas)
Sharice Davids (D-Kan.)
Abby Finkenauer (D-lowa)
Jesus "Chuy" Garcia (D-Ill.)
Antonio Delgado (D-N.Y.)
Chris Pappas (D-N.H.)
Angie Craig (D-Minn.)
Harley Rouda (D-Calif.)

Mike Bost (R-IIl.)

Randy Weber (R-Texas)
Doug LaMalfa (R-Calif.)
Bruce Westerman (R-Ark.)

Rep. Lloyd K. Smucker (R-
Pa.)

Paul Mitchell (R-Mich.)
Brian Mast (R-Fla.)

Mike Gallagher (R-Wis.)
Gary Palmer (R-Ala.)
Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.)
Jenniffer Gonzéalez-Colén
(R-P.R)

Troy Balderson (R-Ohio)
Ross Spano (R-Fla.)
Pete Stauber (R-Minn.)
Carol Miller (R-W.Va.)
Greg Pence (R-Ind.)

MAJORITY:

John Barrasso (R-Wyo.) —
Chairman

James Inhofe (R-Okla.)

Shelley Moore Capito (R-
W.Va.)

Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.)
Mike Braun (R-Ind.)
Mike Rounds (R-S.D.)
Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska)
John Boozman (R-Ark.)
Roger Wicker (R-Miss.)
Richard Shelby (R-Ala.)
Joni Ernst (R-lowa)

MINORITY:

Thomas Carper (D-Del.) —
Ranking Member

Benjamin Cardin (D-Md.)
Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.)

Sheldon Whitehouse (D-
R.l)

Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.)
Kirsten Gillibrand (D-N.Y.)
Cory Booker (D-N.J.)
Edward Markey (D-Mass.)
Tammy Duckworth (D-Ill.)
Chris Van Hollen (D-Md.)
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