
 

  

Reauthorize and Fully Fund the Older Americans Act (OAA) 

Roughly 25 percent of the 625 AAAs 

across the nation operate within county 

governments, while another 28 percent 

operate within regional planning councils 

or councils of governments that often 

include counties 

 

Between 2011 and 2030, 78 million 

individuals who were born between 1946 

and 1964 will reach the age of 65. This 

means the number of older adults in the 

U.S. will more than double, thereby 

increasing the demand on OAA services 

 

Federal funding for OAA programs has 

not kept pace with these demographic 

changes and in FY 2019 was funded at 

levels $250 million lower than in FY 2010 

 

 

ACTION NEEDED:  

Urge your members of Congress (especially those who serve on 

the U.S. House Education & Labor Committee, U.S. Senate 

Health, Labor & Pensions Committee and U.S. Senate Special 

Committee on Aging) to reauthorize the Older Americans Act in 

2020. Additionally, urge your members of Congress (especially 

those on the U.S. House and Senate Appropriations Committees) 

to fully fund the program for FY 2021. 

BACKGROUND:  

Originally enacted in 1965, the Older Americans Act (OAA) 

supports activities that help older adults live independently and 

remain part of the community. The U. S. Department of Health 

and Human Services Administration on Aging (AOA) under the 

Administration for Community Living (ACL) administers most OAA 

programs. Only those promoting part-time employment 

opportunities and community service activities for seniors fall 

separately under the Department of Labor.  

The majority of OAA programs are “core services” authorized by 

Title III—Grants for State and Community Programs on Aging. 

These core services vary depending on local needs, but often 

include transportation, nutrition, support for caregivers, recreation, 

in-home assistance, disease prevention and more. The OAA also 

authorizes funding for training, research and demonstration 

projects in the field of aging as well as grants for services for 

Native Americans and elder rights activities.  

States receive Title III Grants according to a formula based on 

their share of the nation's population of individuals 60 and older. 

States then pass these funds to area agencies on aging (AAAs), 

which coordinate programs and services for senior citizens at the 

local level. Counties are key recipients of these dollars and 

frequent administrators of these programs. Roughly 25 percent of 

the 625 AAAs across the nation operate within county 

governments, while another 28 percent operate within regional 

planning councils or councils of governments that often include 

counties. Meanwhile, 56 percent of AAAs rely on local funding 

streams through counties or other local governments to provide 

additional programs and services.  
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As the nation’s population rapidly ages, counties face increasing demand and challenges in providing 

comprehensive systems of care to their older residents. Federal funding for OAA programs has not kept pace with 

these demographic changes. Without additional resources, counties will face new challenges in providing the rapidly 

aging population with access to critical services.   

Though the OAA’s authorization expired in FY 2019, Congress provided funding for OAA programs in the FY 2020 

appropriations process. The FY 2020 spending agreement provided $2.23 billion for the Administration for 

Community Living, an increase of $54 million over FY 2019 levels. This includes $937 including a $50 million 

increase for the ACL for a total of $2.23 billion. Congress is actively working to reauthorize the OAA on a bipartisan 

basis and will likely include increases in authorized funding levels for core services in a final bill. However, programs 

under OAA are discretionary and subject to the annual appropriations process, meaning Congress may not provide 

the full increase allowed for in a new reauthorization.  

KEY TALKING POINTS 

Between 2011 and 2030, 78 million individuals who were born between 1946 and 1964 will reach the age of 65. 

This means the number of older adults in the U.S. will more than double, thereby increasing the demand on OAA 

services. 

Approximately 25 percent of the 625 area agencies on aging across the nation operate within county governments 

while another 28 percent operate within regional planning councils or councils of governments that often include 

counties. 

56 percent of area agencies on aging rely on local funding streams – including from counties – to provide additional 

programs and services. 

Congress should reauthorize the OAA with funding increases that will allow counties to strengthen and expand our 

networks of support for the aging population appropriate. 

Congress should fully fund the OAA in FY 2021 and in future appropriations so that it can keep pace with our 

nation’s growing population of older adults. 

For further information, contact Rachel Merker at 202.661.8843 or rmerker@naco.org. 
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U.S. House Education & Labor 
Committee 
 

U.S. Senate Health, Education, 

Labor & Pensions 

 

MAJORITY:  

Bobby Scott (D-Va.) 

Chairman 

 

Susan Davis (D-Calif.)  

Raúl M. Grijalva (D-Ariz)  

Joe Courtney (D-Conn.) 

Marcia L. Fudge (D-Ohio)  

Gregorio Kilili Sablan (D-

Northern Mariana Islands) 

Frederica S. Wilson (D-

Fla.)  

Suzanne Bonamici (D-

Ore.)  

Mark Takano (D-Calif.) 

Alma S. Adams (D-N.C.) 

Mark DeSaulnier (D-Calif.) 

Donald Norcross (D-N.J.) 

Pramila Jayapal (D-Wash.) 

Joseph Morelle (D-N.Y.) 

Susan Wild (D-Pa.) 

Josh Harder (D-Calif.) 

Lucy McBath (D-Ga.) 

Kim Schrier (D-Wash.) 

Lauren Underwood (D-Ill.) 

Jahana Hayes (D-Conn.) 

Donna E. Shalala (D-Fla.) 

Andy Levin (D-Mich.) 

Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.) 

David Trone (D-Md.) 

Haley Stevens (D-Mich.) 

Susie Lee (D-Nev.) 

Lori Trahan (D-Mass.) 

Joaquin Castro (D-Texas) 

 

MINORITY:  

Virginia Foxx (R-Va.) 

Ranking Member  

 

Phil Roe (R-Calif.)  

Glenn Thompson (R-Pa.) 

Tim Walberg (R-Mich.) 

Brett Guthrie (R-Ky.) 

Bradley Byrne (R-Ala.) 

Glenn Grothman (R-Wis.) 

Elise Stefanik (R-N.Y.) 

Rick Allen (R-Ga.) 

Lloyd Smucker (R-Pa.) 

Jim Banks (R-Ind.) 

Mark Walker (R-N.C.) 

James Comer (R-Ky.) 

Ben Cline (R-Va.) 

Russ Fulcher (R-Idaho) 

Steve Watkins (R-Kan.) 

Ron Wright (R-Texas) 

Dan Meuser (R-Pa.) 

Dusty Johnson (R-S.D.) 

Fred Keller (R-Pa.) 

Gregory Murphy (R-N.C.) 

Jefferson Van Drew (R-

N.J.) 

 

MAJORITY:  

Lamar Alexander (R-

Tenn.), Chairman  

 

Michael B. Enzi (R-Wyo.) 

Richard Burr (R-N.C.) 

Rand Paul (R-Ky.) 

Susan Collins (R-Maine) 

Bill Cassidy, M.D. (R-La.) 

Pat Roberts (R-Kan.) 

Lisa Murkowski (R-Ark.) 

Tim Scott (R-S.C.) 

Mitt Romney (R-Utah) 

Mike Braun (R-Ind.) 

Kelly Loeffler (R-Ga.) 

 

MINORITY:  

Patty Murray (D-Wash.)   

Ranking Member  

 

Patty Murray (D-Wash.) 

Bernie Sanders (D-Vt.) 

Robert P. Casey, Jr (D-

Pa.) 

Tammy Baldwin (D-Wis.) 

Christopher S. Murphy (D-

Conn.) 

Elizabeth Warren (D-

Mass.) 

Tim Kaine (D-Va.) 

Maggie Hassan (D-N.H.) 

Tina Smith (D-Minn.) 

Doug Jones (D-Ala.) 

Jacky Rosen (D-Nev.) 

 


