
 

 

Speaker Bios 

Dan Chenok is the Executive Director of the IBM Center for the 
Business of Government. He oversees all of the Center's 
activities in connecting research to practice to benefit 
government, and has a special focus on technology, 
cybersecurity, regulation, budget and acquisition issues and on 
Presidential transitions.  Mr. Chenok previously led consulting 
services for Public Sector Technology Strategy, working with 
IBM government, healthcare and education clients.  

Deborah Cox joined the National Association of Counties 
(NACo) in 2012 and currently serves as the Legislative Director. 
In this capacity, she is responsible for Legislative and Executive 
Branch outreach, advocacy of the association’s legislative 
priorities and policy development. Before joining NACo, Cox 
served as the Director of Government Relations and Legislative 
Affairs for the National Association of Development 
Organizations. 

Dr. Howard Risher is a consultant focused on pay and 
performance with 40 years of experience. In 1990, he managed 
the project that led to the passage of the Federal Employees Pay 
Comparability Act and the transition to locality pay. Dr. Risher 
has worked with a variety of federal and state agencies, the 
United Nations and OECD. He is the co-author of a new book 
about strategies in engaging the public sector workforce with 
William Wilder.  

Joshua Seidemann is Vice President of Policy of NTCA–The 
Rural Broadband Association. Josh focuses on Federal regulatory 
issues, as well as technology and economic factors affecting the 
rural telecom industry. He is a regular contributor to the NTCA 
tech blog, the New Edge and other media. Josh holds a B.A. 
degree in Economics and Speech/Drama, and a law degree, both 
from Yeshiva University. He is admitted to practice in New 
Jersey, New York and the District of Columbia. 


