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Inmate healthcare, medication and hospital stays are significant cost drivers for counties.

Collaboration between the county justice system, health 
providers and other community based organizations 
is essential to the success of treatment programs and 
for meeting the immediate and long term health needs 
of those with behavioral health or medical conditions 
who come into contact with the county jail.

The jail population has complex healthcare needs.

64% OF JAIL INMATES  
HAVE A MENTAL ILLNESS 40% OF JAIL INMATES HAVE A 

CHRONIC MEDICAL CONDITION

Connecting the jail population that has a medical condition or  
mental illness to the type of treatment they need is a pressing issue.

22% OF COUNTY JAILS HAVE A COMMUNITY BASED BEHAVIORAL 
HEALTH TREATMENT AND SUPERVISION PROGRAM

40% OF JAIL INMATES WITH A CHRONIC MEDICAL 
CONDITION USE PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION
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Addressing mental illness and 
medical conditions  
in county jails


