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PROTECT FUNDING FOR PREVENTION AND PUBLIC HEALTH 
 
ACTION NEEDED:  Urge your Senators and Representatives, especially those serving on the U.S. House 

Energy and Commerce and U.S. Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committees, to 

protect funding for local prevention and public health services such as the Prevention and Public Health 

Fund (PPHF). Urge members of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees to allocate PPHF 

resources in a manner that enhances counties’ efforts to prevent disease and injury, promote health and 

ultimately reduce healthcare costs.  

 

BACKGROUND: Through more than 1,550 local health departments, 

counties play a crucial role in protecting the community’s health and safety. 

Public health departments provide immunizations, conduct surveillance to 

detect and monitor emerging infectious diseases, protect the food and 

water supply, prevent disease and prepare for and respond to disasters, 

acts of bioterrorism and other health emergencies.  

 
The Prevention and Public Health Fund (PPHF) is a critical funding stream 

designed to support the core public health functions of state and local 

health departments. It is a mandatory, dedicated investment of $14.5 billion 

over the next 10 years in programs that prevent disease at the community 

level.  Congress designed the PPHF to support the core public health 

functions of state, county, city and tribal health departments.  

 

The PPHF is investing in evidence-based interventions intended to lower 

disease rates, improve quality of life and ultimately help reduce health care 

costs for millions of Americans at the local level.  Poor public health 

contributes to the high cost of health care, with 75 percent being spent on 

the treatment of chronic diseases, many of which are preventable. These 

diseases cost an additional $1 trillion each year in lost productivity in the 

workplace, with obesity alone costing an estimated $147 billion per year.   

 
KEY TALKING POINTS:  

 

 The PPHF supports cost-effective and life-saving immunizations. Immunizations are one of the 

most cost-effective public health interventions, saving an estimated 42,000 lives and preventing 20 

million cases of disease for babies born in a given year with a return on investment of $10.20 for 

every $1 invested (according to the CDC). In FY 2015, the PPHF contributed $210 million to the CDC 

Section 317 Immunization program. This program provides funds for vaccine purchase for at-need 
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populations and immunization program operations, including support for implementing billing 

systems for immunization services at public health clinics to sustain high levels of vaccine coverage.   

 

 The PPHF funds early and rapid detection of disease and injury. Local public health infrastructure is crucial 

to controlling infectious diseases like tuberculosis, once the leading cause of death in the U.S., and 

responding to outbreaks like salmonella. In FY 2015, the PPHF contributed $40 million to CDC’s 

Epidemiology and Lab Capacity (ELC) grant program.  This is a single grant vehicle for multiple programmatic 

initiatives that strengthen local and state capacity to detect, track and respond to known infectious disease 

threats in communities and maintain core capacity to be the eyes and ears on the ground to detect new 

threats as they emerge.   

 

 The PPHF allows local and state health departments to tailor community solutions. States and 

localities face unique public health needs and challenges that call for innovative and community-

driven solutions.  In FY 2015, the PPHF funded all, or $160 million, of the Preventive Health and 

Health Services Block Grant.  This program provides state and local health departments the 

flexibility to solve problems unique to their residents, while still being held accountable for 

demonstrating the local, state and national impact of the investment. States develop health plans, 

report their activities to CDC and target evidence-based research and interventions to populations 

in need.  

 

For further information, contact: Brian Bowden at 202.942.4275 or bbowden@naco.org  
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COMMITTEES OF JURISDICTION:  
 
 U.S. House Energy and Commerce Committee U.S. Senate Finance Committee 

Majority:  
Fred Upton (R-Mich.)—Chairman 
Joe Barton (R-Texas) 
Ed Whitfield (R-Ky.) 
John Shimkus (R-Ill.) 
Joseph R. Pitts (R-Pa.) 
Greg Walden (R-Ore.) 
Tim Murphy (R-Pa.) 
Michael Burgess (R-Texas) 
Marsha Blackburn (R-Tenn.) 
Steve Scalise (R-La.) 
Bob Latta (R-Ohio) 
Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.) 
Gregg Harper (R-Miss.) 
Leonard Lance (R-N.J.) 
Brett Guthrie (R-Ky.) 
 

 
 
Pete Olson (R-Texas) 
David McKinley (R-W.V.) 
Mike Pompeo (R-Kan.) 
Adam Kinzinger (R-Ill.) 
Morgan Griffith (R-Va.) 
Gus Bilirakis (R-Fla.) 
Bill Johnson (R-Ohio) 
Billy Long (R-Mo.) 
Renee Ellmers (R-N.C.) 
Larry Bucshon (R-Ind.) 
Bill Flores (R-Texas) 
Susan Brooks (R-Ind.) 
Markwayne Mullin (R-Okla.) 
Richard Hudson (R-N.C.) 
Chris Collins (R-N.Y.) 
Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.) 

Majority: 
Orrin G. Hatch (R-Utah) — 
Chairman  
Charles E. Grassley (R-Iowa) 
Michael D. Crapo (R-Idaho) 
Pat Roberts (R-Kan.) 
Michael B. Enzi (R-Wyo.) 
John Cornyn (R-Texas) 
John Thune (R-S.D.) 
Richard M. Burr (R-N.C.) 
Johnny Isakson (R-Ga.) 
Rob Portman (R-Ohio) 
Patrick J. Toomey (R-Pa.) 
Dan Coats (R-Ind.) 
Dean Heller (R-Nev.) 
Tim Scott (R-S.C.) 
 
 
Minority: 
Ron Wyden (D-Ore.)— 
Ranking Member  
Charles E. Schumer (D-N.Y.) 
Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.) 
Maria Cantwell (D-Wash.) 
Bill Nelson (D-Fla.) 
Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) 
Thomas R. Carper (D-Del.) 
Benjamin L. Cardin (D-Md.) 
Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio) 
Michael Bennet (D-Colo.) 
Bob Casey (D-Pa.) 
Mark Warner (D-Va.) 
 

Minority: 
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-N.J.)— 
Ranking Member 
Bobby L. Rush (D-Ill.) 
Anna Eshoo (D-Calif.) 
Elliott Engel (D-N.Y.) 
Gene Green (D-Texas) 
Diana DeGette (D-Colo.) 
Lois Capps (D-Calif.) 
Michael Doyle (D-Pa.) 
Jan Schakowski (D-Ill.) 
G.K. Butterfield (D-N.C.) 
Doris Matsui (D-Calif.) 

 
Kathy Castor (D-Fla.) 
John Sarbanes (D-Md.) 
Jerry McNerney (D-Calif.) 
Peter Welch (D-Vt.) 
Ben Ray Lujan (D-N.M.) 
Paul Tonko (D-N.Y.) 
John Yarmuth (D-Ky.) 
Yvette D. Clarke (D-N.Y.) 
David Loebsack (D-Iowa) 
Kurt Schrader (D-Ore.) 
Joseph Kennedy III (D-Mass.) 
Tony Cardenas (D-Calif.) 


