
 

 

Meeting of NACo’s International Economic 
Development Task Force 

Saturday, February 20, 3:00PM – 4:00PM | Marriott Wardman Park Hotel | Room: Lincoln 3 

 

Task Force Leadership 
 

Chair:  Hon.  Larry Johnson, Commissioner, DeKalb County, Ga. 
Vice Chair: Hon. Paula Brooks, Commissioner, Franklin County, Ohio 
Vice Chair: Hon. Priscilla Taylor, Commissioner, Palm Beach County, Fla. 
Vice Chair: Hon. Michael Victorino, Council Member, Maui County, Hawaii 
Vice Chair: Hon. Stephanie Wright, Councilmember, Snohomish County, Wash. 
 
 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Call to Order and Welcome  
 
Introductions 
 
Foreign Investment and U.S. Exports – A Networking Opportunity for County Elected Officials 
In an increasingly globalized world, foreign direct investment and exports are a major part of the U.S. economy.  
From employment in U.S. subsidiaries of foreign businesses, to jobs in U.S. companies exporting abroad, 
international trade brings many jobs to county economies.  Counties play an essential role in creating the business-
friendly environment for these activities, which includes investing in necessary infrastructure, economic and 
workforce development and zoning.  In this meeting, representatives of six industry groups from three different 
countries – Brazil, Germany and India – will talk with county officials about the investment interests of foreign 
businesses in the United States, what export opportunities exist and what counties can do to foster the international 
side of their economy. The meeting is structured in 15 minute sessions that allow county officials to network directly 
and in small groups with the industry representatives, foster connections and learn how they can encourage 
economic growth through international investment. 
 
 Speakers:  

• Sumani Dash, Director and Country Head, USA and Canada, Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) 
• Minister Ricardo Daskal Hirschbruch, Minister of Trade and Investment, Brazilian Embassy 
• Dr. Ajay Kumar, Counsellor, Commerce Department, Indian Embassy 
• Antonio Josino Meirelles, Director, Brazil Industries Coalition (BIC) 
• Dr. Christoph Schemionek, Director of Regional Economic Policy, Representative of German Industry 

and Trade (RGIT) 
• Martin Wiekert, Director, Germany Trade and Invest (GTAI) 

 
Closing Remarks 

 
NACo Staff Contacts for IED: Dr. Emilia Istrate, Research Director, 202.942.4243 or eistrate@naco.org  

 Jonathan Harris, Research Associate, 202.942.4247 or jharris@naco.org 
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