


Partnership Agreement

between
National Association of Counties
and
National Association of Home Builders

The National Association of Counties (NACo) and the National Association of Home
Builders (NAHB), as leading representatives of local governments and the home building
community, in recognition of their common interest in pursuing programs, policies, and
initiatives to improve America’s communities, declare their agreement upon and common
pursuit of the following principles and objectives.

Declaration of Principles

NACo and NAHB share a common philosophy on many key matters relating to growth,
development, and assuring a high quality of life for America’s citizens.

NACo and NAHB believe that in order to improve the lives of citizens, it is necessary
and beneficial for county officials and home builders to engage in frequent and
productive dialogues on a full range of development and growth related issues. It is the
objective of NACo and NAHB to promote collaborative dialogue among counties and
home builders at both the national and local level.

In doing so, NACo and NAHB, as separate and independent organizations, agree to
preserve and respect one another’s autonomy, and flexibility to act in the best interests of
their membership. However, both organizations firmly believe our members’ policy
agendas can be enhanced when working in partnership. We advocate the principle of
collaboration when possible, respectful disagreement if necessary, while always
maintaining dialogue and discussion.

Statement of Common Objectives

NACo and NAHB recognize that they have mutual interest and strong agreement on key
development issues:

Smart Growth

NACo and NAHB strongly believe that smart growth is an issue of
pressing local concern, requiring locally derived and driven solutions.

NACo and NAHB strongly agree that assuring quality affordable housing
for all Americans is an integral component of smart growth.



NACo and NAHB strongly support locally based planning initiatives that
ensure the economic, environmental, social, and housing needs of
community residents are met and preserved.

NACo and NAHB strongly believe that effective locally driven smart
growth planning should incorporate multi-stakeholder collaboration and
dialogue on growth and development issues.

NACo and NAHB strongly believe that if smart growth principles are
ultimately to be implemented, regional transportation plans must be

implemented fairly and efficiently.

Federal Policy

NACo and NAHB strongly support the principle of protecting and
preserving local authority and autonomy on growth and development
issues.

NACo and NAHB strongly support measures to increase the availability
and attainability of affordable housing for citizens of all income levels and
backgrounds.

NACo and NAHB strongly support investments in community
development and sustainability that improves quality of life including
home ownership initiatives, redevelopment initiatives, and infrastructure
programs.

NACo and NAHB strongly support legislation to reform brownfields
cleanup and redevelopment efforts.

NACo and NAHB strongly support reform of the Endangered Species Act
(ESA)

NACo and NAHB strongly support continued access to Federal public
lands including roads and initiatives to improve forest health.

NACo and NAHB oppose excessive federal regulation and restrictions
that would limit the ability of local governments to plan intelligently for
future growth.



THEREFORE THE PARTIES AGREE TO enter into a partnership for the purpose of
creating sustainable local communities throughout the United States of America. To
achieve this goal the parties agree to jointly conduct the following activities:
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To work together on mutual legislative and programmatic initiatives that
benefit counties, home builders and local communities;

To develop a coordinated strategy to promote on-going collaboration and
dialogue between home builders and county officials at the national and
local levels and to seek appropriate vehicles for broadening our
partnership;

To encourage regional and multi-stakeholder dialogues on growth and
development issues;

To work together to foster cooperation and partnership with and among
the various organizations which have local influence to disseminate
information on best practices and innovative ideas on growth and
development related topics such brownfields, affordable housing, housing]
choice, comprehensive planning and sustainable, environmentally
sensitive development;

To identify current and future issues of common interest and agree on
action steps to help achieve mutual goals, the elected leadership and senior
professional staff of the NAHB and NACo should meet annually;

To facilitate a continuing dialogue between NACo and NAHB staff on
issues of concern to counties and the home building industry;

To exchange expertise and perspectives as to how smart growth should
best be promoted and implemented at the local level and to share resources
(as available) and expertise on development issues that relate to
sustainability in local communities across America.

WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this

Partnership on the fourth day of April of the year two-thousand and one.

Jane Hague
President

National Association of Counties

F. Gary Garczynski
First Vice President
National Association of Home Builders





